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"HE A N N U A L JOUR
WAS F O U N D E D I
HON. EDITOR:
"LODWICK",

BRUMA NIVOSA
I suppose that we brought it
on ourselves; when plans
were being made for the
annual trip to Wengen my son
Christopher thought it would
be nice to include his
daughter Adriana in the trip.
She is 4 year's old and such
are the demands of education
that the Head of her prep
school, which she joined this
term, advised them in
advance of her joining that
they were not even to think of
time off for a skiing holiday.
It would be likely that this
would be her only ski-trip
apart from Christmas and
Easter until she was totting
up her A Levels.
So we set off, five adults
and Adriana to arrive in
Wengen during one of those
windows in the weather after
the McMillan and generously
encompassing half term at
each end.
We made it to a supremely
comfortable and
accommodating Hotel Eiger:
the only minor hiccup was
avoided when we jointly
agreed with young Herr
Fuchs that childrens' tea was
the same as an early dinner
and the younger members of
the party could take it in
dressing gowns and pyjamas.
The dining room staff even
found a really special
converter that would enable
us to plug in the baby alarm
during our dinner.
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Snow was our downfall,
and down it fell. The banks
outside the Eiger supported
all the small children who
discovered that skiing was not
for them; we returned the
small skis and boots and
invested in a snow shovel.
Adriana was voted as
tunneller in chief and had the
sort of holiday that would
have made her chairman of
the escape committee in any
reputable POW camp.
However we missed the
worst and had six days skiing
out of ten in the resort and
even had our lunch in the sun
outside the Bahnhof
Restaurant at Kleine
Scheidegg, which must be
now one of the best places to
lunch in and around Wengen.
I believe that the mistake I
made, and it was one that
would be appreciated by my
predecessor as editor, David
Foster, was that I called on
that special influence whom
those who corner on the left
foot entreat, for a useful fall
of snow, and somebody up
there put his finger on the
button and was then called
away for a month 'vir sapit
qui pauca loquitur.'

IT'S WINTER! TIME
TO GO SKIING

D. F.

HAMPSHIRE,

RYAN.
SPll
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Afterwards burn two £20
notes to warm up.

ticket collector in broken
German.

Soak your gloves in water and
store them in the freezer
after every use.

Repeat all of the above every
Saturday and Sunday in the
month before you depart for
the real thing.
Anon.

Fasten a small, wide rubber
band around the top half of
your head before you go to
bed each night.
If you wear glasses practice
wearing them with grease
smeared on the lenses.
Throw away a £50 note ...
now!
Find the nearest ice rink and
walk across the ice twenty
times in your ski boots
carrying two pairs of skis and
poles. Sporadically drop
items, like your house keys.
Buy a new pair of gloves and
immediately throw one away.
Buy a new pair of sunglasses
and get someone to sit on
them.
Go to a fast food restaurant
and insist on paying double
for a greasy hamburger.
Ensure you are in the longest
line for the cash desk.
Fill a blender with ice, hit the
pulse button without fitting
the lid and let the spray blast
your face. Leave the ice on
your face until it melts and
drips down your neck.

The following is an
alternative exercise regime:-

Clip a lift ticket to your jacket
and ride a motorcycle very
fast to ensure the ticket
lacerates your face.

Visit your local butcher and
pay £20 to sit in his walk-in
freezer for half an hour.

Board a train without having
your season ticket with you.
Explain your mistake to the
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THE OLD NAMES ARE
THE BEST
I have twice published DHO
maps of the Wengen ski runs;
in 1982 and again in 1995, the
latter by Nigel Wilder. The
map needs bringing up to
date with the new lifts.
However there is a better
reason for a map, and that is
because it printed the original
names of runs and features.
We all know where the
Punchbowl is, though the
notice at Eigergletscher calls
it the Punchball, and there
can't be a member who hasn't
looked out of the WAB train
just before arrival in Kleine
Scheidegg and wondered if
Oh God was going to be
possible.
Mac's Leap was a stage in
the run to Aspen that
equated in my mind with the
Kanonen Rohr above
Miirren. Today it is essayed
by only the brave and skilful
and is decently anonymous. I
even found out that Slip
Cartilage Corner is dying of
desuetude while members
steam round DHO Gap. Has
anyone skied past Devil's
Gap or Ghostly Pump
recently?

Is there any reader who
would like to bring the map
up to date so that it could be
printed in the 2000 issue?
Please write to me and I'll let
the cartographer have my
copies.

DHO MAFIA
No sooner had I made my
plea above on the 'old names'
than I received from David
Foster, who was my
predecessor as editor, a
splendid piece on the original
DHO families which is
published in this Journal.
Apart from being a very
funny article it is nicely on
time for our 75th Anniversary
in February next year.
Experience has shown that
the simple transaction of
sending a piece of copy to the
editor is usually only the first
step in the continuing
correspondence when the
author is David. Sure enough
a day or so later a post card
arrived followed by a neatly
typed letter. In the letter
David had added an after
thought to his article: he
wrote that this March he was
the lone Englishman in a
carriage full of Americans on
the train to Scheidegg. As
they passed Oh God they
speculated on the origin of
the name, so he explained.
"Gee," one commented, "it's
lucky that it wasn't my aunt
or it would now be know as
Holy S-t."
I know that David will
understand that in exercising
my editorial duties of
Imprimatur and Nihil Obstat,
I have filletted the final word
in the last paragraph.

MISS CHIMENE
ALCOTT
It as only when I checked
Chemmy's name in the
Membership List that I
discovered that she, like me,
had to go through life with a

nickname: however her name
is rather more beautiful than
mine.
Chemmy is now ranked 3rd
in the World in Giant Slalom
for her age in the latest FIS
list. She was one of only two
English members of the
British Team to be selected
for the World Championships,
both members of the DHO
and both ex-trainees. It
proves that the system works.
Chemmy's piece in this
issue of the Journal doesn't
mention that she was the first
Brit and youngest Overall
winner of the Continental
Cup in Australia and New
Zealand last summer and that
she won the British
Combined Women's Overall
Championship in Tignes in
January followed by more
successes in the Czech
Republic in March.
Perhaps she will forgive a
heartfelt 'vivat victor' because
I can't remember the
feminine equivalent.

ARCHIVIST FOR THE
DHO
Requests made to me from
time to time for, usually,
photographs, made me
compare and contrast, as they
say, I believe, in the ghastly
exams that young people have
to take nowadays, the
practice of our distinguished
older brother across the
valley in Miirren, the
Kandahar. They have
properly constituted Hon
Archivists.
At the AGM and after
talking to Mike Brunner, the
former Membership Secretary
and to our President, it was
informally proposed and
agreed that Mike would take
on the duties of Hon
Archivist. In former days
Piers Benson Browning and
latterly his successor as
Wengen Secretary, Paul
Zvegintzov, have tried to
prevent our heritage being
lost. Paul, for example has

found and refurbished all our
old trophies and perhaps as
importantly, has with Peter
Liddell, photographed and
recorded them.
We are already collecting
some of our memorabilia: I
would be grateful if members
were to send to Mike
Brunner any material,
photographs or other
artefacts of the Club at:
Cedarwood House,
West Green,
Barrington,
Cambs, CB2 5SA.
His telephone number etc
are:
Tel: 01223 872313
Fax: 01223 872612
e-mail:
mike.brunner@dial.pipex.com

CHANGE OF EDITOR
I was delighted to be asked
by Paddy Ryan to succeed
him as Hon Editor of the
DHO Journal with effect
from the first issue of the
new millennium.
Having joined in March
1971, and been invited to rep
for the Club in Easter 1972,1
spent many subsequent
winters skiing elsewhere and
visits to Wengen became rare.
The 1985 shindig in
Scheidegg will, however,
never be forgotten. During
my years of being AWOL, the
Journal was a welcome
annual reminder of the Club's
activities. Having brought my
young son into Coggins in the
past two seasons and been
blessed each Easter with
marvellous spring skiing, I am
acutely aware of that which I
missed!
Having been involved in
writing for, and editing, other
club magazines over the years
I understand the time, effort
and commitment that Paddy
has devoted to the Journal
during his lengthy tenure.
The Club has been fortunate
in having had such an
energetic Hon Editor for such

D O W N H I L L

a sustained period. I feel sure
that every one of you will join
me in wishing him a happy
retirement.
Finally, any member who
wishes to contact me with
regard to the next issue can
do so at:
Willow Tree Cottage,
10 Butchers Lane,
White Waltham,
Berkshire SL6 3SD.
Tel: 01628 825378
Fax: 01628 820236
Best wishes,

David T. Price

AD MAJOREM DHO
GLORIAM
I hope that I won't be struck
down by the seven plagues for
a slightly sacrilegious
adaptation of the motto
AMDG which characterised
the work of that great
religious order that did its
best to educate me, but since
1980 my policy, published in
the 1984 issue, to 'inform,
amuse, thank our friends in
Wengen and get the whole lot
out by the first week in
November' has always been at
the front, or what remains the
front, of my age-riddled
brain, is to do my best for the
DHO and Wengen.
Starting with Sheila
Hensman, who.reckoned that
I still owed her late husband,
a General under whom I
served, a debt for only
stopping me three months
leave instead of a more dire
penalty for some trifling
misdemeanour, and who
enlisted me as the Editor in
1980, and thereafter allowed
me rather more rope than I
would have got if I'd still
been serving, I was grateful
for the loose rein applied
thereafter to the Journal by
John Waghorn, Sarah
Edmonds and latterly Tom
Walduck, Presidents of our
Club and ultimately the
people who bore the burden
of my misspellings, misprints
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and downright misstatements.
There would have been
no editorial glitches if I
hadn't had such an assiduous
and amusing group of
correspondents; without them
there would have been no
Journal. None caused me
worry but I did have to bone
up on my libel law when I
unpacked the despatches
from Ingie Christophersen
and disengage my tidy mind
when I started to type the
always amusing articles from
Sally Ireland, (what has the
NW Frontier got to do with
Wengen?).
I can't leave the contributors
without an honourable
mention for Bruce Sutherland
who regularly sent me
beautifully typed instalments
of the Legends of the
Oberland. My youngest son
David, who had not been
stopped as much leave as I
had while he was serving in
the Regiment and was
therefore able to act as
sweeper-up to the Coggins,
always said that they were the
best bits of the Journal.

The illustrations have
always been a feature of the
Journal; the 1936 issue set the
standard. Since then I have
been blessed by the loyalty of
the late Charles Johnstone
whose spreads of lunch at
Wengernalp in the first two
weeks of February were so
consistent that I was sometimes tempted to reprint a
past spread safe in the
knowledge that no-one would
have spotted the discrepancies,
to our Chaplain, Roger
Scoones with his vignettes of
those seen about Wengen, to
Antonia Armstrong-Maas
whose sketches raised the
tone of the Journal and to my
old friend Peter Liddell who
with total reliability sent me
the pictorial records of the
McMillan Cup prize-givings.
To these contributors and
to all those who sent in
photographs I am very
grateful.
My only passing thought
on illustrations was that
the men's ski-kit of the
immediate pre - and post war years was so much more
flattering to the fuller figure

than the Michelin Man suits
of today.
None of my efforts would
have been productive if it
were not for the back-up of
the Wengen Secretary; Paul
and before him Piers. They
rendered the Results,
garnered the gossip and
escorted us on entertaining
runs including the mandatory
stop for apple-fritters at
Brandegg: I'm glad I don't
have to strain the incredulity
of members in the future with
ever more improbable
accounts of the conduct of
the Railway Cup.
There have only been three
Membership Secretaries
during my time with the
Journal, Madeleine Marx who
had an encyclopedic knowledge of the members and
their families, Mike Brunner
who revolutionised Club
administration and devised
a scheme that gave all
Committee members a
worthwhile job thereby
reducing the time spent in the
two main meetings of the
year; he also gave me the
word-processor on which

much of the Journal is typed,
and finally Elaine Macleod
who writes me witty letters,
not always about the
membership.
None of this would have
ever appeared in print were it
not for the sometimes tightlipped, but always kindly
acquiescence of the Hon
Treasurers, starting with
Jonathan Latimer and ending
with Duncan Lonie: they
winced but they wrote out the
cheques. My advice to David
is to make sure you keep the
receipts.
When I was editor of the
Royal Artillery Journal, a
wise old Colonel Commandant
advised me that if I heard
nothing then they liked it and
that they would jolly soon let
me know if they didn't; thank
you therefore to all the
readers and subscribers and
the authors of occasional
articles who had stimulated a
silent 'sursum corda' at
breakfast when the post
arrives and with it the loyal,
cheerful and amusing
accounts of your holidays in
Wengen.

BRECHIN MANAGEMENT LIMITED
6 Brechin Place, London SW7 4QA Tel 0171-370 1256/7/8
Fax No: 0171-370 2251

Max Davies
and the staff at Brechin Management Limited
wish the
DHO and Wengen
an Excellent Season in 2000
D O W N H I L L
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THE
PRESIDENT'S
REPORT

G

ood evening and welcome to this
the seventy fourth AGM.
The 1998/99 skiing season was
characterised by so much snow on
the Lauberhorn race course that they
had to scrape some off!
At the end of January Sara and I
attended the Kandahar's 75th
Anniversary Dinner at the Eiger Hotel
in Miirren to which they had generously
invited us.
This was an excellent event and well
attended by a number of skiing notables
including amongst others Peter Lunn,
Jimmy Riddle, Helen Tompkinson and
Marc Hodler.
The problem we had after the dinner
was trying to get back to Lauterbrunnen
in time to catch the midnight train to
Wengen without having to leave the
party too early. Taxis in Miirren are
pretty scarce and the Eiger a long way
from the cable car. Opportunities of
missing our connections were several but
we managed to avoid spending the night
on the platform - which was just as well
since Wengen was experiencing some
extremely cold weather minus 30° at the
top of the Schilthorn and even minus
20° in the High Street.
As is usually the case, the first week in
February was one of activity for the Club
and I was delighted to see how many
members had come out to take part in
our Club races this year.
The Tourist Trophy on Wednesday the
3rd took the form of a short giant slalom
on the Mannlichen if that is not a
contradiction and was a good forerunner
for Thursday's McMillan Cup.
Conditions for both events were
perfect with bright sun, 'squeaky' snow
and professional piste preparations.
Some 40 members took part in the
Tourist Trophy and 44 entries started -

and finished - in the McMillan. All, I am
glad to report, without incident.
The running of the McMillan is of
growing concern to our race
administration. In an increasingly
litigious world the Club is at risk from a
possible claim arising from an accident.
Since the race is essentially on an
open course this could involve either a
Club member or an outsider or both.
We asked all participants to sign a
disclaimer this year and took some
specific local insurance but I fear the
time will come when we have to review
the way in which this race is run which
will be very sad.
Because of the Club's unlimited
exposure we are actively pursuing a
change in the Club's status to that of a
limited company.
Unfortunately the weather changed on
Thursday night and so the Lucy Dicker
Plate, due to take place on Friday, had
to be cancelled. This was a pity as we
had a good number of members ready to
participate.
The prize giving for the races was held
in the DHO Hut that evening with our
Hon. President Karl Fuchs doing the
honours. It was Karl's birthday so we
presented him with a bottle of
champagne to mark the occasion.
This year the Waldo Dowson Cup for
services to the Club was presented to
Peter Liddell. Peter was celebrating his
60th year of skiing in Wengen and has
been a huge supporter of the Club and a
tireless supplier of photographs to the
Journal for many years.
Sara and I returned to Wengen in
early March following further record
snowfalls to be greeted by the news of
the tragic avalanche accident at the Cafe
Oberland.
Further avalanches were still very

much a reality and the Mannlichen cable
car had already suffered a direct hit
putting it out of action for a year and
probably for the future.
The plan is to rebuild the new station
at the rear of the High Street opposite
Molitor's Sports shop - a very
convenient spot for the President's
apartment!
On Wednesday the 10th March we
held the Railway Cup. Paul Zvegintzov
had devised a devious competition as
always, this time involving the
confiscation of all the participants'
watches; after which they had to
estimate the time it would take them to
ski down to the Arven lift, ride up to
Scheidegg and ski across to the original
start line.
The result was a dead heat between
two ladies which is doubly surprising
knowing of the female mind and their
alleged timekeeping ability.
The lunch which followed at
Eigergletscher was over subscribed with
a good number of Swiss including our
hosts from the railway and some thirty
DHO members.
We held the President's Party on
Thursday the 11th which again was well
attended by Wengenites to whom the
Club owes a debt of gratitude for their
help during the year.
It was particularly pleasing that, in
view of the financial problems inflicted
on the village by the avalanches, British
visitors continued to come on holiday
whilst the other nationalities tended to
cancel. More importantly this was noted
by the village.
Next year is our 75th Anniversary and
we are to hold a dinner dance at the
Regina Hotel as you will know from your
AGM notice and invitation. Our thanks
are due to Robin Paterson who has laid
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the foundations for the function and he
and I met with Guido Meyer, the hotel
proprietor, to firm up the arrangements.
Whilst we considered going back to
the Bellevue at Scheidegg we were
worried about the possible repeat of this
year's snowfalls and the prospect of no
trains and our dinner jacketed members
standing on the platform with nowhere
to go.
The date for the event will be the 3rd
February which will also be the date of
the McMillan Cup.
Please put this date in your diaries
and encourage as many members as
possible to attend. I would like to have
200 people for the dinner but whether
Paul wants 200 runners for the McMillan
is another matter!
There is a substantial discount for
tickets bought today so please contact
Jenny Alban-Davies with your cheque
books ready.
Finally, and most importantly, I would
like to thank the officers of the Club all
of whom have worked very hard
throughout the year to ensure it's
wellbeing.

Specifically, I would
like to thank Jenny of
course, Paddy Ryan for
his expertise with our
Journal, Ingie for yet
another very successful
year organising the
training of our young
racers, Paul Zvegintzov
for his usual efficient
running of our Wengen
office having once again
provided many hours of
enjoyable skiing for a
wide cross section of our
members - and last but by no means
least - Mike Brunner for his efficiency
with our membership records. Mike, as
reported last year, is handing over the
reins as Membership Secretary due to
his increasing workload but the Club
owes him a huge debt of gratitude for his
many years of 'comparatively'
uncomplaining labour.
I would like to take this opportunity of
welcoming Elaine Macleod to the
Committee and thank her for agreeing
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At the end of the McMillan Cup Phzegiving on
5th February, Tom Walduck makes a birthday
presentation to Karl Fuchs, our Hon. President

to take over membership matters.
Finally, although we do not have a
sponsor for our cocktail party and
summer buffet this year, I hope as many
of you as possible will wish to stay on
afterwards.
Thank you.
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We recommend ourselves for all banking services

RAIFFEISENBANK LOlSCHINENTALER
3822 Lauterbrannen
3823 WeEgen
3815 GiiEdlischwand
3818 Grindelwald
3816 Liitschental

Telefon 033 856 22 23
Telefon 033 856 22 26
Telefon 033 855 22 21
Telefon 033 853 14 13
Telefon 033 853 41 61
Postcheck 30-7593-5
Bankenclearing 80837
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Telefax 033 856 22 28
Telefax 033 856 22 29
Telefax 033 853 47 71
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LIKE THE PHOENIX,
THE MANNLICHEN
CABLE CAR RISES
AGAIN
BY DAVID PRICE

S

Top right Interior of LWM
building 2nd April 1999
Bottom right The interior of
the cable car

ince it opened in 1954, the cable car from
Wengen village to the Mannlichen plateau has
been of enormous benefit to winter and
summer visitors. To be exact, by the evening of
February 22nd 1999,10,703,742 passengers had used
the LWM to reach the ski slopes and walking trails of
Itramen, Gummi and Tschuggen. Local businesses
had sent 14,000 tonnes of supplies to the Mannlichen
restaurant. We take the continued existence of such
transport totally for granted and concentrate on
spotting chamois hiding in the trees. We only notice
when, suddenly, the LWM is not there.
During the first weeks of February, successive
snow-falls built a large cornice just below the 7317ft
top station. Would it fall and if so where? At lam
on Tuesday, February 23rd 1999, it did fall and, with
a low rumble that woke most of Wengen village,
hurled 7,000 tons of snow straight down the steep
gully below the cliffs of the Mossenegg. It only took
a few seconds to drop 3,000ft and make a 'direct
hit' into the bottom station, filling the 25ft.sq. open
front of the building.
Six weeks later I met Peter Brunner, (Managing
Director of the Mannlichen Cable Car Company)
during my Easter visit. He told me that the
avalanche had "severely damaged both the two
pylons which support the system, the track ropes
are useless and every bit of the control apparatus in
the lower station is a complete mess. If that weren't
enough, we are certain the immense forces
involved damaged the equipment at the top station,
but we don't know how badly at the moment."
Several weeks use of mechanical diggers and
heavy plant was needed to empty the large building
overlooking the nursery slopes. Clambering over
the piles of rubble and large boulders on a warm,
sunny spring evening to take these photographs, I
looked straight up the avalanche's path and got a

very eerie feeling indeed!
Peter added "in the history of Wengen, we have
had quite a number of avalanches you know. In the
late 18th century, one started from the Mannlichen
and finished down in Lauterbrunnen! There were
big ones in 1904, 1951, 1954, 1968 and 1978.
Fortunately, the last two passed by on either side of
the lower station building!"
Hindsight is, of course, a wonderfully useless
skill. There will be those who think that the
avalanche was "bound to happen" and that the
building "shouldn't have been there in the first
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place." However, not even the experts in the
avalanche department of the Canton of Berne can
predict when and where one will occur. Nature will
always have the last word.
When the scale of the damage became apparent,
there were three main options facing the cable car
company:
1
Apply for permission to replace damaged
equipment and continue on the existing site.
2
Abandon the cable car operation, but re-use
the buildings at top and bottom for other
purposes.
3
Retain the existing top station and construct
a new lower station 330 yards nearer to the
main village street; thus extending the length
from 1.61km to 1.91km.
Not unnaturally, the first would never receive
cantonal planning approval. The second would
have devastated the local economy by reducing the
tourist capacity. The WAB would need 30 extra
trains per day to take the equivalent number of
cable car passengers. The insurance cover of
approximately five million SwFr, would only
provide two-thirds of the eight million SwFr
estimated cost of option 3; the company needing to
raise the balance.
Peter Brunner explained, "We hope to be able to
apply for cantonal permission during April/May. If
we receive this, then we have to wait 30 days for
anyone to lodge an objection to the proposed new
lower station site, which will delay things until the
end of June. However, if we receive the support we
could begin construction work on July 1st and have
the new cable cars operating by December 1st."
Unfortunately, things did not progress as quickly
as Peter first hoped. There were a number of
objections which took until late August to resolve.
He telephoned me on September 8th to confirm that
work to excavate the 23ft (12m) deep holes in which
the four steel cables are embedded had begun within
the new village site.on September 5th and would be
completed by September 7th. Peter added "Once we
get the 104 tons of cable anchored in concrete we
can build the shell of the new village station around
this base during October and install the machinery
during November. We are going to concentrate on
the absolute essentials to get the cable cars running
by December 24th. If we run into problems or have
delays because of the weather then we might have to
have a temporary ticket counter but at least our
visitors will have a cable car again."
Wengen would undoubtedly have faced a very
difficult period had the new cable car operations
failed to secure approval. Speaking entirely
personally, I am looking forward to a 5 minute flatfooted walk in ski boots along the main street,
instead of the previous 15 minutes uphill trudge.
Anyone staying in or near the Park will be able to
ski down the nursery slopes.
Lastly, as to the old bottom station, this may well
end up being used as a village warehouse.
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LIVING WITH
AVALANCHES
WENGEN, FEBRUARY 1999
BY BOB EASTWOOD

I

magine, if you will, enjoying a visit to an old,
much loved, family friend who suddenly turns
and slaps you hard in the face. Shock? Should
this be happening? Then having been slapped
down by your friend you wait for him to kick you
whilst you're down. Then just as quickly, the mood
changes and he lets you up again. That about sums
up the feeling but let me ramble through a few
recollections.
We already had a substantial amount of lying
snow when it began to snow again at the end of the
first week in February. Significant snow fell
throughout the weekend led to the closure of the
WAB and WMB by Monday, 8th February, but we
were able to ski at Schiltgrat/Gimmeln in Miirren
(great new chair by the way). By Monday night
many of us knew that there would be no skiing
again that week and so were doing the other thing,
sitting in Terry's Bar! Around 1.30 am the lights in
the whole valley went out. We heard nothing, there
was no storm, they
simply went out. We
assumed the power
•j
lines were down in
the valley, we looked
out on the solitary
emergency light shining
from the station and
got the candles out. We
were actually quite
enjoying the drama of
the
situation
and
stayed put until the
lights came back on
sometime later. Tuesday morning brought the
shocking truth. At about 5.20am a piste basher
driver discovered what remained of Cafe Oberland.
Not being able to travel up the mountain we had to
look at the same devastating pictures seen in news
papers across Europe. Many days later as we skied
past the remains we were able to appreciate the
awesome power of this avalanche that had simply

Below Cafe Oberland after
avalanche 10th April 1999

exploded the Schlunegger home from under it's
roof, which lay intact on the ski piste. I was to take
photographs to accompany this article but I could
not bring myself to do so, it seemed completely
inappropriate. I'm sure many of you will remember,
as I do, Andreas Schlunegger dishing out the
generous slugs of home-made Schnapps into our
favourite Cafe Oberland coffee.

we went and then ... it snowed. On Thursday 18th
February we were closed down again.
Again people were evacuated, even the Park
Hotel this time. In Wengen we settled down to wait
it out. It snowed. Some workers went home
following phone calls from concerned relations,
through boredom or loss of earnings. Snow
shovelling became a positive recreation. It snowed.
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The resort closed for the week. A DHO party
was among many that went to ski in First but failed
to return when the valley links closed. They had to
fly out by helicopter the following day. This was to
remain the only way in and out of Grindlewald for
almost three weeks. Nearer home you could go
skiing on those two runs in Miirren; but would you
get back? The valley road may close at any time and
the Grutschalp railway had also been swept away by
an avalanche. In Wengen we were all learning
which avalanche "zone" we lived in. those
unfortunate enough to live in the red zone were
evacuated from their homes and hotels and the
zone guarded by ski instructors. It seemed to be a
matter of not 'if but 'when' Mannlichen would
avalanche. Much time was spent in contemplation
of that mountain.
However we still had guests who needed skiing
and had to find somewhere. On the 11th and 12th
of February we coached parties of people over to
tiny Beattenburg. The weather was perfect and the
powder sublime. If there was a high point during
these weeks it was the view back to our mountains
from this wonderful new perspective and
descending to the valley above the Thunersee
turned golden by the setting sun. On Saturday
afternoon the train opened for a time and we were
able to enjoy some wonderful powder, however
guests trapped at Wengernalp and Scheidegg had
beaten us to it the previous day, proving that the
Hotel Jungfrau still has advantages. And so we
were open again, great, the Coggins came and off

The civil defence were mobilised to take over the
twenty four hour guarding of the evacuation zone.
It rained. The DHO evacuated to the Hotel Eiger.
Two large snow dams were built on the ice rink to
try to slow down any avalanche. It snowed.
The resort made a major effort to entertain the
guests that were with us during that time. The ski
school hired a tow which was erected at the top of
Brunner fields; transport that short distance was
provided by the railway (though they did charge!)
and people were able to try out new skills on
snowboards or big feet. DHO members were seen
setting out from Mary's Cafe on touring skis
(apparently they got to Wengernalp). Snow shoeing
expeditions were arranged through the woods and
the toboggan track to Lauterbrunnen became
heavily "mogulled". The ever resourceful Andrea
Cova of the Hotel Falken laid on trips to Gstaad at
very reasonable cost and some took helicopters to
Wengernalp where it was still possible to ski. That
was the irony of the situation; it was possible to ski
on Mannlichen or Schiedegg one just couldn't get
there from Wengen; one could get there from
Grindlewald but the only way there was by air.
Back in Wengen there were children's parties in the
sports club, matinees in the cinema and very, very
late nights in the bars and discos.
The big avalanche we were waiting for never
came but the snows of Mannlichen were far from
inactive. Avalanches often rumbled down and were
especially frightening at night when the dark
increased their proximity and seemed to amplify
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Left Cafe Oberland
after avalanche I Oth
April 1999 note the
temporary wooden roof
Above The 'High' piste
past Wengernalp
Terrace - showing snow
depth
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their roar. Eventually, early one morning, a major wet slide
growled its way down and into the cable car station. It filled the
station, destroying the cabin itself and wrecking the winding gear.
We could not truly appreciate the damage until late in the season
when we were permitted to approach. I took the risk (14th April)
of crossing the rope and looked behind the building. I was
confronted by a wall of snow some four metres high completely full
of smashed trees and branches. A powerful scent of fresh cut pine
hung in the air. The damage to the cable car was impressive, large
section steel bent like clay etc.
During twenty days in February 6.25 metres (19ft.) of snow fell at
Kleine Schiedegg. Two lives were lost along with Cafe Oberland.
The Mannlichen cable car was destroyed, as was the Schilt ski lift
at First. The road to Lauterbrunnen from Wilderswil was cut in six
places. The Winteregg chairlift was damaged and the little house
on the wood path collapsed from the sheer weight of snow. But it
did stop snowing, the train did run again and things did return to
normal. However avalanche risk off piste did remain high
throughout the season. My good friend Wengen extended it's hand
of friendship once more and our trusting relationship is being
rebuilt. After all other resorts and people suffered far greater
harm during this time and we were 'lucky'. If we could just have all
that snow fall but spread through the next season ... please.
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Right Exterior ofLWB building, April 14th

Best coffee m town
The hottest apres-ski A nightlife
The only budget accommodation
in the heart of Wengen
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open 8. am - 2. am
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THE HOT CHILI PEPPERS
Main Street
Wengen
Tel./Fax : 033 - 855 50 20

e-mail: chilis@wengen.com
http: //www. wengen.com/chi I is/
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THE 1999
SPRING
TOUR:
BY SIMON ORR

I

had almost stopped skiing since Dick
Barrymore had made his last ski movie. Gone
was Wayne the "Wong Banger" Wong - the man
who made skiing in white sunglasses while
holding a tennis racquet look cool. Gone too was
Eddy the Eagle, the friendly plasterer from Nibley
Nob, and the only person to break his back at
Gloucester dry ski slope. These believable ski
heroes had been replaced by mutant ninja
Austrians and Norwegians - the type of people who
ask for spaghetti bolognese in a Chinese restaurant,
because it's the only foreign food they know.

Above Arnold the guide
Above Right Simon "Julio"

For me believable
heroes are the ones who
ski the extreme, who
earn their turns ski
touring, the ones who
live to drink in the bar
afterwards.
Everyone
has a story to tell, and
these people are the
historians
of
DHO
skiing. In 1980 I had
handed
over
my
passport to some DHO
babe with a made-up
name. Her only comment: "Oh my goodness, I've
never met anyone who lived on a Street before!
How awful for you dear." I still live on a street, but
now it's down town East Village.

Hollington checks the feed
situation, while David Piatt
laughs

Right Walig Hoerli

But addresses didn't matter anymore, we only
cared about vertical feet and air time. Big air time.
To get to the places we knew, after nine days of
blizzards, and a reported 11 feet of new snow, we
had to get an adventurous guide with a bad
reputation. The Gsteig valley is home to some of
the best alpinists on the planet, and we needed
someone with a triple A rating: Adolf "Arnold"

Schleunegger. Our new guide Arnold pulled up his
chair with a swagger very reminiscent of Hans Solo
as he offered to take Luke and Obi Wan into the
Alderon system. But he wouldn't come cheap, and
as the sarcastic corners of his mouth betrayed a
grin, we knew we had found our man.
The catalyst had been set for a battle. The shoot
out between the gun slingers would be formidable.
It seemed Gsteig was now home to some of the
world's best extreme skiers. From the extremities of
former illegal US immigrant Simon "Julio"
Hollington. The revelations of Paddy "on the Dole"
Orr so named after acquiring a taste for the local
wine following ten years of Thatcherite capitalism.
(He voted SDP). The athleticism of Ali Hollington,
triathlete, pentathlete and now with a Kiwi accent.
The precision of David Piatt, International Man of
Mystery, (BVSc, PHD, CVR, DEO, FRCVS,

RCVS Diplomate) - some business card, dude. The
accountancy of Dominic "Anarchy in the UK"
Rigby. The disappearing abilities John Rigby.
Where the hell was he? And lastly Simon "Seth"
Orr - victim of fashion and proud owner of K2 Seth
Morrison skis with red lights on.
Lots of big negotiations before. Now it was time
to deliver. The first day would be a stroll to the
summit of the Walig Hoerli at 2050m. The previous
blizzard still left its traces through the valley, with
endless deep powder available two or even three
days after the storm. Nevertheless after three hours
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of slog, the view through the mist from the summit
made it worthwhile. Our intrepid guide had kept
the group together and alive, awaiting the next
instalment of adventures we would remember for
ever, and others we would prefer to forget.
The intended goal had been the Haute Route,
but a record dump of early March snow had put
paid to this plan. Day two dawned as we ate
breakfast in silence, only broken by the ringing of
Julio Hollington's mobile phone as his cattle feed
suppliers tried to contact him. The tension
mounted. Today would be a more extensive tour
around Gstaad including the Rodomonts (1782m).
As we headed into the white oblivion that marked
the edge of civilisation as we know it, Julio
Hollington whipped out his mobile to check on the
feed sil nation

After four hours of climbing we reached a
suitable chalet for lunch. The Dole flowed, and a
new prize presented itself. Seth Orr launches the
first turn of the morning - off the roof of the chalet.
Arnold shows no emotion. Orr senior looks
surprised. Hollington looks for a spot to drop in.
Piatt was next. Then Dominic. Sliding out of the
first turn, he manages to compress, just in time to
cowboy over the gable. At 50 mph recoveries are
hard to find. Sensing that a competition of this
nature was not desireable, Orr senior takes the easy
way out and returns to the Dole.
The day was long, the boots hurt; especially the
fashion Denali efforts from Scarpa. There could
only be one possible solution - performance
enhancing drugs, taken in liquid form for maximum
impact. With an internationally celebrated horse
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Above left Gstaad Tour
- to Rodomonts Peak.
The chamois were below
on the left
Above Right David Piatt
drops in, while Arnold
looks

Below Left En route to
Wistathorn "Arnold"
leads
Below Right The ladder
on the way to the
Gstellihorn

Above The ladder on
the way to the
Gstellihorn
Above Right
Descending the
avalanche chute from
the Gstelllhorn
Below The group on the
top of the Arpellistock
Below Right Climbing
up towards the ladder
on the Gstellihorn

veterinarian, a triathlete and a cycle racer, we were
not short of expertise. At the end of the day, the
drugs were duly prescribed. Beer.
The next day dawned crisp. The warriors of the
waste land would now be trekking far into the high
alps in search of elusive first tracks and the essence
of the extreme: steep skiing at Turbach and then
the Wistaffhorn (2362m). The trek followed a
stunning knife-edge arret, which, despite the
danger, lured the team to the edge. We could spot
high alpine chamois clinging to avalanche prone
slopes while searching for the few remaining
strands of grass in the winter wonderland. Those
animals were OK. They didn't live on a street.
It was strange, this trip was frightening, and after
a while being scared was fun. This time our guide
Arnold had us take the hard way in to the
Gstellihorn (2817m). What had been considered
extreme at the start of the week now seemed
normal. From the pictures you can see the dramatic
couloirs, sheer rock bands and the ladder. The
couloir up to the ladder was 60 to 70 degrees and
no place for fatigue. Rotten ice, poor visibility, no
footholds. Arnold said "no problem". From this
point on if Arnold said "no problem", I always got
a little bit worried. Only two of us had any sort of
climbing ability - Julio (from practicing on the US
border fence in Mexico), and Platty, International
Man of Mystery. The rest would have to tough it out.
The route home offered several possibilities,
depending on how rowdy you wanted to go. Seth

Orr nearly dropped into a 100 foot rock band, and
was only averted by the sixth sense of our guide,
Arnold. The alternative route was not much better.
A 50 degree shot through an avalanche chute, then
over rocks, ice and heavy wet snow. When Arnold
showed us the line, it was sick. But Arnold is one of
the world's best guides. And you've gotta trust him.
The extremities of the Gstellihorn had taken
their toll, and the next day would be an adventure
into the lives of the rich and famous. One time
home to the Aga Khan, Jacques Villeneuve and
Piers Benson-Browning, Villars was next up on the
menu. A quaint old time ski resort, linking German
and French speaking Switzerland, but with a
common currency of abundant wealth. The ski lifts
presented a welcome break to the incessant cutting
of tracks in new powder.
The last day on the Arpellistock would prove to
be the toughest yet. At 3035 metres, and with a long
tour, then climb to reach the top, we were once
again prepared to suffer. The blue sky weather
returned, and the group were able to look across
from the Diablerets glacier to the Eiger and
Matterhorn. A long descent across the glacier was
followed by a windswept arret. At times there was
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not enough grip for skins, and without crampons
the situation became precarious. The panorama at
the top was just stunning.
Ahead still lay the descent, which would perhaps
be the major challenge of the day. The sun beating
down would turn the fluffy powder into a deadly wet
morasse by one p.m, with huge fish-head shaped
crevasses bearing testament to the shifting balance
of nature above the tree line. The effort required to
turn skis in the snow on the lower slopes made the
perfect figure of eight turns formed higher up
nothing more than a distant memory.
A final walk out into the valley in temperatures
more reminiscent of the Mediterranean than the
Alps completed an epic, unforgettable week. So
ended this year's trip with a real life version of
Crocodile Dundee, James Stearforth and Indiana
Jones all rolled into one.
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Above Dominic Rigby,
Sirnor Orr, Paddy Orr,
David Piatt, John Rigby

Left En route to
Wistaffhom

The small 2-star HOTEL
with 4-star comfort, directly
adjacent to ski slope only
5 minutes from station and
center.

Well known SPECIALITY RESTAURANT
-

SAUNE/WHIRLPOOL
ROOMS with s h / W C TV,
radio, telephone, hairdryer.

WINTER ARRANGEMENTS
from
Sfr. 902. - 7 days
HB, 6 days Skipass etc.

Galgenspiess
Meat Fondues
Peppersteaks
Gourmetmenus
Fishmenus
Vegetarian Menus

L ft

HOTH/ft RESIFUWT
HIRSCHEN WENGEN
J. Abplanalp-Wiithrich CH-3823 Wengen
Tel. ++41-33-855 15 44/Fax. ++41-33-855 30 44

Internet http: //www.wengen.com/hotel/hirchen
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E-Mail: hirschen@wengen.com
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WENGEN SECRETARY'S
REPORT 1998/99
BY PAUL

S

now snow thick thick snow! What
more could you want except if it
happens to fall when you are trying
to ski! It snowed on over forty days
in December, January, February and
March! Fifteen days in February!
Maree and I decided to have an early
start to the season to get organised
before the snow came. However half way
across the Ardennes the motorway
traffic slid to a stop with a mile of trucks
all over the road and six inches of snow!
We took the first turn off, put on chains
and took a "scenic route" detour for ten
miles. On rejoining the motorway, there
was a distinct absence of trucks, cars, in
fact of anything! The motorway must
have closed behind and also in front of
us in both directions! We drove on for
an hour until the uncleared road was
impassable and then had to spend a very
comfortable night in an hotel.
Wengen had the same snowfall and was
looking wonderful. The snow cannons
had not been idle and had started in
November to lay a perfect base for most
of the runs and not just the Lauberhorn
race track! New snow just before we
arrived, after we arrived and during the
next week produced well over a metre of
champagne powder! All that was needed,
(after we had skied out the powder) was
some rain to compact is and sure enough
down came just the right amount. Wengen
was in the best condition it had ever been
for a ski season!
Christmas, New Year and most of
January were perfect for our members
and trainees, with more snow falling to
order. The weather was excellent for the
Lauberhorn race, also the McMillan Cup,
though thick mist ten minutes before the
'start was run on a perfect piste. There
were 45 runners and 58 members
attending the Eiger fondue evening.
Then came the heavy snow, some
three metres in a week and a half. The
threat of avalanche increased and sadly
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the Cafe Oberland was wiped out with
the tragic death of the owners.
The top half of the centre of the
village was closed off with the hotel and
chalet owners and guests having to move
to other accommodation. A snow wall
was constructed on the ice rink to
protect the main street. Sadly, one night,
the Mannlichen cabin was hit by an
avalanche and extensively damaged.
Hopefully it will be rebuilt nearer the
centre of the village.
With the railway blocked and the risk
of avalanches, we organised trips to
Grindelwald, whereupon the road and
rail closed behind us and we had to
spend the night in a hotel and helicopter
out the next morning. We also went to
Beatenburg and Gstad.
The DHO even became the UHO as
on three days members skinned up to
Wengernalp. Brian Pette is rumoured to
be thinking in terms of Everest after

I
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The Wengen Secretary at the bahnof

J

three days training to Wengernalp with a
not so young group!
For those unable to ski their holiday
week, it was very bad luck but better
than being caught in an avalanche! For
the village there were in fact two weeks
of lost skiing and the sad demise of the
Mannlichen bahn. Had they tried to
open the skiing and trains earlier there
could well have been many more deaths.
Thanks to their efficiency and care the
resort remains one of the safest ski areas
in the Alps.
Freddy Fuchs and his pisteurs
meanwhile had been pisting down the
snow and as soon as the rail opened we
had the most perfect ski conditions to
last the rest of the season.
Seven races were run in the season
despite several postponements, however
attendance was well up and especially
during the McMillan Cup week although
the Lucy Dicker race had to be cancelled
that week. The Railway Cup, somewhat
shortened by weather, ended (without
fiddling!) in a tie between the early and
late letters of the alphabet and
membership. Jill Armstrong 1968 and
Amanda Walduck 1998.
The Coggins again under Bob
Eastwood had a good start and end to the
season, but half term was snowed out.
Coggins will again require a qualified
assistant leader next season. Anyone
interested please contact me asap.
Evie Bowyer kindly took over the
Wengen Secretary's chair for the Easter
week while I returned to the Argyll rain.
Next season the trainees will be training
and competing in the Oberland.
Hopefully the 75th Anniversary
(dinner/dance) of the Club and the
millennium will attract a lot of members
especially for the McMillan Cup race.
There is a novice cup for the fastest
member who has never raced in a
previous McMillan!
BOOK your hotels NOW.

RACING AND
TRAINING
BYINGRID CHRISTOPHERSEN
U
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FIS Licence 1999/2000
Juniors wanting a FIS licence should apply to the
Federation now. After the 1st August you will have
to pay more. A licence is valid from 1st July in the
Southern Hemisphere.
DHO Ski Suits and Cat Suits
Schneider has frozen the price of 18 months ago.
DHO anoraks/salopettes will cost £250, cat suits
£150. The suits are blue and yellow with a discreet
DHO logo on the shoulder, excellent quality and
extremely elegant. The suits will be ready by
October training and we will fetch them from the
factory when we are in Hintertux.
Prizes

Above Erica, Duncan
and jean White. All
raced for the UK last
season as part of the
British Children's Team.
Duncan is now a Junior
and has been selected
for the British National
Alpine Squad - England

Christmas in Wengen, BARSC Championships in
Lenk, 17th December to 9th January
We are back in the Manoir, superbly fed and rolling
out of bed onto the slopes. The camp's starting date
is flexible but we will leave for Lenk on 2nd January
- a 90 minute drive away from Lauterbrunnen. The
BARSC races start on 3rd January, and we will
leave Lenk on the 9th. We have taken over the
3* Sport Hotel in Lenk which Richard Berry and I
inspected last Christmas - good old-fashioned Swiss
hotel keeping.
I advise any parents who are thinking of spending
the New Year in Wengen to book now - Wengen
Tourist Office telephone 0041 338 551414
fax 553060.

Below Natasha
Gregory and Raya
Hubbell

Top right Ski
preparation Tignes
Easter '99.
Nathan Rowley,
Andreas Ugland,
Christian Lowe and Neil
Bruce
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The cups for most improved skiers at Christmas
went to Erica White and Christian Lowe. The cups
for best boy and girl at the British Championships
went to Katrina Head and James Barcock. Well
done all of you! The biggest well-done must go to
Chemmy Alcott, Skieuse extraordinaire, who at the
age of 16 represented Britain at the World
Championships in Vail in February.
DHO 75th Anniversary
The DHO was founded in 1925 and thus celebrates
75 years during the first week of February 2000.
Many activities are planned including all-comers
and masters ski-races and a grand gala. Do come
and be part of skiing history and let me know if you
might be prepared to help with some of the on-snow
organisation.
The Future
The way ahead lies in small, short and frequent
training camps. We must now push for a February
half-term camp. Andreas will run one-week camps
during the autumn and winter on his home
mountain. Let me know that the demand is there.
Contrary to what many of you think I am keen to
devolve this job. If you can help in getting
sponsorship, equipment, from a journalistic aspect,
find inexpensive accommodation or in any way help
the training, then please, please let me know. We
must be innovative, involve you all and think along
high quality training. Your ideas please.

D O W N H I L L

O N L Y

J O U R N A L

1999

•'T

if
joT

^&^&r

&***£#

**&.

#^'
syy>

o

•

o

CO,

Op

CO '

A/

We invite
6
you to attend our
^'
Sc^
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Snowboard

Ski
carving
race technique
teiemark
snowblade
deep snow
skwal
big-foot
:

•
•
•
•
•

alpine
freestyle
powder
technique
slalom
halfpipe

or all guests who wish to experience, learn or improve with expert ski instructors
of the official Swiss Ski School, Wengen.
Specially trained ski instructors teach children over 4 years of age and turn
their vacations into something lasting. Adults from 13 years on.
Schweizer Skischule und
Snowbordschuie Wengen
CH - 3823 Wengen
Tel./Fax : 033 855 20 22
e-mail: ski.school@wengen.com
http://www. wengen .com/sss/
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PETER LIDDELL T
60 YEARS A
DHO MEMBER

owards the end of his usual fortnight in Wengen,
Peter celebrated sixty years of membership of
the DHO with a drinks party at the Hotel
Bellevue. He started his annual holiday in
Wengen at the suggestion of Henry Lunn, made to his
father, a practising solicitor in London, and who
wanted to know where his family could experience
'this new sport of skiing.' This was in 1924 and so in
January 1925 they took their first holiday.
Peter was exceptionally allowed to join the Club in
1939, being slightly under-age and has remained a
member, and a very active skiing member ever since.
He is modest enough to say that events from then until
1945 made skiing difficult, but he displayed his still
envied co-ordination as a Swordfish Fleet Air Arm
pilot in the Mediterranean for many of those years.
Employment took him to the East and Africa
after the War, but since retiring in 1983 he has taken
34 winter holdiays and seven summer walking
holidays in Wengen. He is still a formidable skier,
much to the envy of the Editor who has never
managed to beat him in the McMillan despite being
considerably younger.
The illustration shows him in his favourite hotel
being toasted by the President Tom Walduck
surrounded by his friends.

Left Peter Uddell being toasted by DHO President,
Tom Walduck at the drinks party given by Peter at
Hotel bellevue to celebrate his 60 years as a
DHO member.
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Photo by Gifford Boyd

GUIDED
WINTER WALKS
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The ideal opportunity for non-skiers
and non-skiing partners to discover
the spectacular Eiger, Monch and
Jungfrau region under snow cover.

.w

HOTEL FALKEN
Welcomes

you

Hotel Falken - 3823 Wengen - Switzerland
Propr.: Fam. E. Cova - Tel. 033.856 51 21
Fax 033.855 33 39
E-mail: falken@wengen.com
http://www.wengen.com/hotel/falken

Kaclerli Tours
3823 Wengen
Tel/Fax +41 33 855 36 81
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INGIE ON THE
NORWEGIANS
Dear Paddy
DHO Racing and Training
has concluded yet another
outstanding season: record
numbers, excellent results,
super conditions and
innovative methods.
'On the cutting
edge' has lost
some of its
impact, but that is
what we are - on the cutting
edge of the training of future
British Team skiers. However,
it is increasingly difficult for
me to write articles for the
Journal that will captivate
and interest our large and
varied membership, and until
we have an Olympic or World
Championships podium
result, I shall refrain from
emphasising the dedicated
work put in by organisers,
trainers and trainees alike. I
just want to say that it is the
most satisfying and rewarding
work, and I am blessed
beyond measure.

W ENG EN

So let me again entertain
you with some more tales
from Norway, the Cradle of
Skiing, where it all began at
the dawn of history.
Skiing is as old as the hills
and even a bit older. Nor, the
progenitor of all Norwegians,
lurked about somewhere in
the North, waiting for good
snow conditions, before he
crossed the borders and
surveyed the country which
was to be called after him. UU
and Skadi were the gods of
skiing and hunting, and
during the well-documented
one-upmanship between the
Kings 0ystein and Sigurd,
0ystein cites his superior
skiing skills as proof that he is
more of a man than Sigurd.
According to the sagas, a
much-used punishment was
to be forced to ski over a
precipice. In 1200 King
Sverre used skiing scouts
during the battle of Oslo, and
in 1206 skis were used during

D O W N H I L L
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the struggle for power
between the Birkebeiner and
the Bagler factions.
Birkebeiner means literally
'birch-leggers' and the name
was given to these hardy
Vikings who bound birch bark
round their legs to protect
them from the cold. Two
Birkebeiner skied across the
mountain plateau from
Gudbrandsdalen to
Osterdalen with the baby
crown-prince Hakon
Hakonson, whose life was
threatened by the Bagler. The
Birkebeiner won the battle
and Hakon became king.
Today up to 10,000 skiers
retrace the 76 kilometre
stretch commemorating the
historic event, in the annual
Birkebeiner race. They are all
kings and princes, competing
in what has been called the
toughest race on earth.
From the Middle Ages and
right down to modern times
troops on skis were used in
every war waged and battle
fought during winter time.
The 'Ski Runner Regiment'
was established in the

Ingrid Christophersen, Easter 1999
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17th Century and was mainly
deployed against 'the enemy
to the east' - the Swedes.
Already then 'vanishing suits',
white camouflage ski suits,
were in use. The Regiment
was disbanded in 1814 when
Norway and Sweden joined
together in a union.
In the 16th Century the
permanent post route from
Oslo to Trondheim
incorporated a section on
skis over Dovrefjell, and the
legendary Snowshoe Thomson,
who carried the mail over the
Sierra Nevada in California,
was just another Norwegian
who had gone west.
In Telemark in the 1850's
Sondre Norheim had
developed a ski binding which
clamped the heel to the ski.
His skis were of equal length
and were slightly waisted.
Sondre Norheim once
competed in a ski race held
on the hills outside Oslo.
Jumping and turning with
ease and grace on his newfangled skis, he caused the
most incredible stir. 'Like a
meteor he landed amongst

/££•-:.•

the astonished crowd. They
were thunderstruck. What a
sight! They screamed, they
cried, they laughed. The
could hardly believe their
eyes.'
But it is Nansen who
should be given all the
honour and glory for having
popularised skiing and
brought it to the
attention of the
general public;
the King of Sports
he called it, and how right he
was. I was brought up with
Nansen. I fell out of my
cradle hearing about him and
his marvellous deeds. When I
talk about him to NonNorwegians I am just so
astounded that so few know
his name. Nansen was a
scientist, and explorer, a
philanthropist, a statesman
and an ambassador. He was
also a ladies' man, and
courted Lady Scott while her
husband was busy trying to
beat that other Norwegian,
Amundsen, many, many miles
away from England! We all
know how that contest ended.
Nansen's original research
into the nervous system of
amoeba, is still used today.
He was the first President of
the League of Nations and
was sent by the League to
Russia to relieve the famine
in the 20's. He invented the
Nansen passport for displaced
persons, was Norway's first
ambassador to London after the separation from
Sweden - and was a Nobel
Peace Prize Laureate. But
most importantly he was an
explorer. He crossed
Greenland on skis, from East
to West, in 45 days, and he
sailed his ship the Fram into
the pack-ice north of Siberia,
and let it drift for three years
to establish the existence of a
cross polar-cap current. After
many months bogged down in
the ice he left his crew and
set off on skis with one other
man to try and reach the
North Pole - not knowing, as

, „ u , w o with poles, Easter 1999

we do today - this was in
1891 - that the North Pole
does not sit on solid land but
is surrounded by pack ice
which constantly shifts and
breaks up, producing
hummocks and open leads
and impossibly tortuous
terrain. The two spent a
winter under the hull of their
tiny up-turned kayak but,
having killed all their dogs for
food, and short of provisions,
they turned for home and
were miraculously intercepted
by an eccentric Englishman,
who was exploring the Arctic
in a comfortable yacht. They
had reached 83 degrees
North, 7 degrees short of the
North Pole. Nansen's book,
On Skis Across Greenland,
caused a tremendous stir and
admiration in Europe, and
was the foundation of the
modern sport of skiing.
Norway's multi Olympic goldmedalist Vegard Ulvang
followed in Nansen's ski

tracks in 1992 and only by
listening to his tale of
hardship and toil and
complete exhaustion do we
understand the utter heroism
of Nansen and his team with
their old-fashioned heavy
equipment, different
technique and very different
basis for fitness. They knew
nothing about nutrition or
how to prevent scurvy. He
had no radio with which to
call for instant supplies.
(Hempleman Adams, I hope
you are reading this!) What a
man!
Ringling Brothers Barnum
and Bailey (we had a DHO
trainee some years ago,
whose grandfather was the
original Ringling) erected a
ski jump in their circus in
Madison Gardens in 1907,
and employed a Norwegian to
demonstrate this most
awesome of sports. By the
end of the year four million
Americans had witnessed

man's ability to set aside the
laws of gravity and soar like a
bird. Other Norwegians
found gainful employment
with Zirkus Schumann in
Berlin. Norwegian painters,
who all needed the freer air
of Europe to breath and
produce their masterpieces,
contributed towards
popularising skiing with their
skiing pictures, of which
Birkebeinerne is the most
famous of all. I need only
close my eyes to experience
the vivid scene. Two bearded
and rough Vikings, wrapped
around in cloaks and birch
bark, with shields and swords,
cradling the baby child
against a back-drop of wild
mountains and snow-clad
fields. Your heart can swell at
far lesser images.
I cannot sign off without
recounting the story of the
Heroes of Telemark and their
truly heroic deed, one that
had great significance for the

outcome of the last war,
preventing the Germans from
winning the race for the atom
bomb. Dropped by parachute
over the Hardanger Plateau,
they made their way on skis
to Rjukan, site of the heavy
water plant, and heavily
guarded by German troops.
There, without a shot fired,
they put the plant out of
action, skied hundreds of
miles to the Swedish border,
crossed over into safety and
eventually made their way
back to London. One of the
heroes, a local boy, stayed
behind and helped the
Germans look for the band of
thugs who had rendered the
plant useless! They were of
course never found! Another
local boy, Knut Haugland,
was the wireless operator on
the Kon Tiki raft - but that is
another story.
Yours ever,
Ingrid Christophersen

Kevin, Easter 1999
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Abziehbilder, Schriften & Werbetafeln
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•#e Cosy popular
chalet type hotel
in spectacular and
peaceful position
with a
breathtaking view
of the 13500ft
high Jungfrau and
of the
Lauterbrunnen
valley. Modern
comfort, warm
and friendly
atmosphere and
recommended
cuisine.
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Owner, Judith & Andi Engi CH 3823 Wengen Switzerland
Tel +41 33 855 11 21 Fax +41 33 855 39 84
www.bellevue-wengen.ch email info@bellevue-wengen.ch

N H I L L ONLY CLUB

RULES OF THE DO
(as amended 24 June 1998)

1

2

An Honorary member shall be exempt from the payment of a
subscription and shall be automatically awarded the Club's silver
badge.

3.4

An Emeritus member shall be exempt from the payment of a
subscription.

3.5

A Non-skiing member shall be entitled to a reduction in subscription
equal to one half the annual subscription.

3.6

Members may compound their annual subscriptions by making a
lump sum payment equal to twenty times the annual membership fee
then current, which shall then entitle them to membership for life.

3.7

Members of the same family resident at the same address shall be
entitled to compound their subscriptions to a single amount equal to
three times the current annual subscription.

Name and Objects
1.1

The name of the Club shall be "The Downhill Only Club", known
colloquially as "The DHO".

1.2

The objects of the Club are the encouragement of racing and the
promotion of good skiing and good fellowship among skiers in the
Wengen district. The Club will, so far as is within its powers, also cooperate with the Wengen Kurverein to provide the best possible
facilities for skiing in the district.

Membership
2.1

Members shall be expected to support and uphold the objects of the
Club at all times.

2.2

The Club shall consist of:

4

2.2.1 Skiing Members
2.2.2 Honorary Members
2.2.3 Emeritus Members
2.2.4 Coggins
2.2.5 Non-skiing Members
2.3

2.4

3

3.3

Members in categories 2.2.1, & 2.2.2 above shall be entitled to elect
from amongst themselves a management committee, hereinafter
referred to as "the Committee".
An applicant for membership must be proposed and seconded by
members of the Club, one of whom must be a member of the
Committee. The Proposer and Seconder shall satisfy themselves that
the applicant is interested in the sport of skiing and is suitable in
every way to become a member of the Club and they shall sign the
appropriate application form accordingly.

2.5

Every applicant for admission in category 2.2.1 must be a competent
skier of good SCGB third class standard.

2.6

Membership is subject to affirmation of the Committee which shall
be exercised on its behalf and subject to its review by the Membership
Secretary and shall be deemed to have commenced on the date when
a fully completed membership form was lodged with the Membership
Secretary. The Committee shall not be required to give any reason for
refusing membership to any applicant.

2.7

The Membership Secretary shall maintain a list of members other
than Coggins members, which list may be kept in computerised form.

2.8

The Committee shall have power, by unanimous vote of those present
and eligible to vote, to invite eminent skiers and those whose services
are of great value to the Club to become Honorary members of the
Club.

2.9

The Committee shall have power, by unanimous vote of those present
and eligible to vote, to invite members who have attained the age of
70 years to become Emeritus members of the Club.

2.10

A Coggins member must not have attained the age of 12 and must
have a parent or guardian who is a member of the Club. He or she
will be required to pass a Coggins test and will be entitled to
participate in any skiing events specially organised for Coggins, but
not in the Club runs or in the social events organised by the Club
unless the Committee shall otherwise decide.

2.11

A Coggins parent or guardian joining solely for the purpose of
enabling their child to take part as a Coggins member, or other
person, not intending to remain a member beyond the current season
shall become a temporary member and shall not be entered on the
Club's database nor be entitled to receive the Club's Journal.

5

Journal
4.1

The Committee shall have the authority to appoint an Editor who
shall be responsible for the production of a Club Journal.

4.2

The list of members' names shall be published in the Journal together
with their respective category of membership, abbreviated
appropriately.

4.3

One copy of the Journal shall be sent to each member, but where
there are plural members resident at the same address the Editor may
determine the number of Journals to be sent to that address.

4.4

Coggins members will not be entitled to receive a copy of the Club
Journal.

Management
5.1

The management of the Club shall be vested in the Committee which
shall consist of up to twenty three members elected as provided by
rule 2.3 and co-opted members in accordance with rules 5.10 & 5.12.

5.2

Members of the Committee shall be appointed to serve on three
standing committees, namely a Racing & Training Committee, a
Winter Arrangements Committee and a Finance & General Purposes
Committee.

5.3

The Committee shall appoint persons from amongst its number to
fulfil the roles of Officers of the Club, namely a President, one or two
Vice-Presidents, an Honorary Secretary, an Honorary Treasurer, an
Honorary Editor, an Honorary Membership Secretary, and a Wengen
Secretary and a Racing & Training Manager. The Wengen Secretary
and a Racing & Training Manager shall serve on the Winter
Arrangements Committee and the Racing & Training Committee
respectively. The Honorary Secretary, the Honorary Treasurer and
the Honorary Membership Secretary shall be members of the
Finance & General Purposes Committee. The standing committees
shall each appoint a Chairman.

5.4

Committee members shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting
for a period of three years. Committee members appointed under
rule 5.3 may, on retirement, offer themselves for re-election for a
further period of three years if nominated by the respective standing
committee of which they are a member and by the full committee or,
in the case of the President, Vice-Presidents & Hon. Editor, if
nominated by the full committee. Other committee members shall
not be eligible for re-election for a period of one year after
retirement.

5.5

The Committee shall propose applicants at the Annual General
Meeting to fill the posts of committee members. A committee
member who has not attended any committee meeting during the
previous year (unless prevented by illness or absence abroad) shall
retire.

5.6

In addition to the proposals by the Committee, any two members of
the Club may propose a member for election to the Committee, by
giving notice to the Honorary Secretary at least eight weeks before
the date of the Annual General Meeting, accompanied by the
consent in writing of the applicant so proposed.

5.7

Due notice of the names of all applicants proposed under rules 5.5 &
5.6 shall be posted to every member of the Club at least three weeks
before the Annual General Meeting, but special circumstances may
necessitate deviation from this period, in which case such notice shall
contain an explanation to that effect.

Subscriptions
3.1

Members shall be required to pay an annual subscription, except as
provided for below, the amounts of which subscriptions will be
determined from time to time at an Annual General Meeting of the
Club on proposals from the Committee.

3.2

Annual subscriptions are due and payable on application for
membership and thereafter on every succeeding 1st September.
Annual subscriptions are payable by direct debit, but this
requirement may be waived by the Membership Secretary or
Treasurer if there are special circumstances which justify a departure
from this rule.
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5.8

If at the Annual General Meeting the number of applicants duly
proposed does not exceed the number of vacancies, the Chairman
shall declare the applicants elected, otherwise the election shall be by
ballot of the members present.

5.9

The Committee shall have the power, by unanimous vote, to elect an
Honorary President. This appointment shall be supernumary to the
officers and other committee members as defined in rules 5.2 and 5.3.
The Honorary President shall serve for a period of three years, but
may be re-elected for further three-year periods. The Honorary
President shall be entitled to attend meetings of the Committee, but
shall not exercise any power to vote on resolutions that are before the
Committee.

5.10

The Racing & Training Committee and the Finance & General
Purposes Committee shall have power to co-opt respectively three
and two non-committee members.

5.11

The Committee shall have the power to appoint such sub-committees
as the Committee may from time to time consider necessary. Subcommittees may incur expenditure on behalf of the Club within their
particular fields but subject to any restrictions and limitations for the
time being imposed by the Committee.

5.12

6

The Committee shall be entitled, by unanimous vote of those present
and voting, to co-opt as an extra member of the Committee any
member of the Club, provided that such co-opted members do not
exceed three in number. Such co-opted members shall be appointed
only for the meeting at which they are co-opted and shall not be
entitled to vote.

5.13

Five members shall form a quorum of the Committee.

5.14

The Committee shall meet at least once in every year in Wengen and
at such other time and place as may be agreed by the Committee from
time to time, but at least twice annually.

9

6.2

A Member may be expelled from the Club, for breach of the Club
rules, at a meeting of the Committee subject to approval of the
membership at the Annual General Meeting. Due notice of this
motion for confirmation shall be posted to every member of the Club,
at least three weeks before the meeting The member concerned shall
be given an opportunity of appearing before the Committee and
subsequently before the Annual General Meeting to state his case.
No member shall be expelled unless at least 10 votes are passed in
favour of the motion to confirm expulsion at'the Annual General
Meeting.
The membership of any member whose subscription is more than
twelve months in arrears shall lapse and the Membership Secretary
shall be entitled to remove the name of any such member from the
membership list.

8.3.

The Chair, whether at.General Meetings or Committee Meetings,
shall be taken by the President, or in his absence by a Vice-President,
or in their absence by the senior Member of the Committee. The
Chairman shall have a deliberate vote and, in the case of any equality
of votes, a casting vote also.

The Property of the Club
9.1

The property of the Club (other than legacy funds received by the
Club from the executors of the late Mrs H R Hepworth and
accretions and accruals and additions thereto, hereinafter called "the
Hepworth Fund") shall be vested in the Honorary Treasurer or such
other person or persons as shall be authorised by resolution of the
Committee who shall deal with such property in accordance with the
directions of the Committee.

9.2

The Committee shall by resolution from time to time authorise such
proper persons (being officers) as it thinks fit to sign cheques drawn
on any accounts in the Club's name.

9.3

The Hepworth Fund shall be vested in Trustees (hereinafter called
"the Hepworth Trustees") who shall apply the capital and income
thereof for the promotion of ski-racing and training at their
discretion provided that in exercising such discretion they shall take
account of any recommendation of the Committee and they shall be
indemnified against risk and expense out of the Hepworth Fund.

9.4

The Hepworth Trustees shall be elected at a General Meeting of the
Club and shall not be more than 5 nor fewer than 3 a majority of
whom shall be non-resident in the UK. The President for the time
being shall be ex officio a Hepworth Trustee and the remaining
Trustees shall hold office until death or retirement or until such time
as new trustees shall be appointed in their place by resolution of
Members in a General Meeting of the Club. Any Trustee being a
solicitor or other person engaged in any profession or business shall
be entitled to charge and be paid all usual charges for business
transacted, time expended and acts done by him or any employee or
partner of his in connection with the execution of the trusts of the
Hepworth Fund.

10 The Piers Benson Browning Bursary
10.1

8

All members will be entitled to wear the Club's Bronze badge.

7.2

Other awards may be made by the Committee at a Committee
meeting attended by not less than 10 members. The award of the
Club's Gold Arrow and Gold Badge shall be by a unanimous vote of
the Committee members.

7.3

Qualifications for award of the Club's badges and arrows shall be as
follows:
a.

Bronze badge All members.

b.

Silver badge Members who have rendered notable services to
skiing and to the Club.

c.

Gold badge Members who have rendered outstanding services to
skiing and to the Club.

d.

Bronze Racing Arrow Regional racing squads and British Junior
team.

e.

Silver Racing Arrow Regional racing squad A Teams members.

f.

Gold Racing Arrow Members who are in the British or other
national teams (development squads).

General Meeting
8.1

The Annual General Meeting of the Club shall be held in the United
Kingdom during the months of June or July. The Honorary Treasurer
shall produce at the Annual General Meeting a statement of the
financial position of the Club, as at the previous 30th April. At least
three weeks' notice in writing shall be given to members for the
Annual General Meeting.
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A bursary known as "The Piers Benson Browning Bursary" shall be
awarded at the discretion of the committee to one or more junior
members of the club who, in the opinion of the Committee, show
exceptional promise as a ski racer. The bursary award will be
allocated for training purposes or related activities as the Committee
shall so decide.

11 Matters not otherwise provided for

Awards and Badges
7.1

CLUB

An Extraordinary General Meeting of the Club may be held at the
instigation of the Committee or on signed request to the Secretary of
at least 50 members in categories 2.2.1 and 2.2.2. At least fourteen
days notice in writing shall be given to members for an Extraordinary
General Meeting.

11.1
7

THE

8.2

Expulsion and Lapsing of Membership
6.1

OF

All matters not herein provided for and not involving the amendment
of these Rules shall be dealt with by the Committee.

12 Rules
12.1

These Club Rules may only be changed by a majority of two-thirds of
those present and voting at an Annual General Meeting. Any
proposal for changes in the Rules shall be submitted to the
Committee by at least ten members or by a Sub-Committee
appointed for the purpose and the Committee shall make a
recommendation regarding the same to the membership at an
Annual General Meeting. The notice convening such meeting shall
specify the alterations proposed.

12.2

These Club Rules shall be interpreted in accordance with normal
English usage and any dispute in the interpretation of these rules
shall be adjudicated by the Committee.

Subscriptions
The levels of subscription from 5 June 1996 are:Skiing membership

£25

Non-skiing membership

£12.50

Family membership

£75

(Three or more members at the same address)
Life Membership

£500

Honorary membership

none

Emeritus membership

none

Temporary (Rule 2.11) membership

£37.50 or SwFr60

spirit to win for the girls and
Joe Mills triumphed for the
boys. As we progressed into a
third week we decided to
introduce a New Year race
which was contested on the
difficult Salzegg course. Benjie
(is he only 12?) Talbot took the
race in a time that would
please many adults whilst
Katie Mountain showed great
style to win the girls' race.
As many will be aware February in Wengen was a little
different this year. However after being closed to Wengen skiers
for a week the railway opened just in time for mid-term Coggins.
Initially conditions were superb, Sally Ireland stepped in to help,
and again two groups hit the slopes. I know how much the likes
of Chris Hoyle and Henry Klosok were looking forward to testing
themselves on the race course but unfortunately that was not to
be. After one of the coldest days of Coggins ever the resort was
closed down on Thursday and Coggins was over until Easter, save
it 'til next year guys? However Coggins are not to be put down
and turned out in force to charge around Wengen competing in
the SCGB Treasure Hunt. They did well too! (seepage 60)
We were of course up and running again for Easter with superb
snow conditions to the village providing fantastic skiing for
regulars and new Cogs alike. Fourteen Coggins turned out for the
week enabling a second trainer to be used. We were lucky to
discover Wengener Chris Brill from the Ski School who was a
great hit with his select group. We were able to take advantage of
classic spring conditions to have off-piste adventures on Spring
snow and carving though the slush in the afternoons. I was very
proud of the mature way that my Coggins behaved when their
leader was "taken out" by another skier and sent flying down Oh
God in a dazed condition. It is
good to know that some of
the safety and emergency
instructions has got through,
thanks guys. The Easter race
was as usual hotly contested
between Bill and Will, however
Will took a whopper on the way
and so Bill Wilson took the
trophy for a second time with
newcomer Tom Hollingsworth
in second place. The girls' race
finished in a three way tie.
Thanks to all Coggins,
parents and helpers for another
successful and fun-filled, injuryfree season. Please spread the
word to friends and colleagues
so that we can continue to train
enthusiastic, safe and fast young
skiers. Remember Ski Schools
are very busy during school
holidays so if you can tell us in
advance when you're coming we
can make sure we have enough
trainers. Some of the current
regulars will soon be too old for

COGGINS REPORT
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BY ROB EASTWOOD

G

ood early season snow topped up Wengen's excellent snow
making to get the season off to a flying start. Thirty
energetic kids joined Coggins over a three week period at
Christmas to see if they could finally tire out poor old Bob,
but Bob has been around for a while now and knows a thing or
two so he got in a younger man, in the person of Neil Capel, to
help. In the third week we secured the services of Marcell of the
Swiss Ski School, who made the journey from Beattenberg to
save us. Many of the Cogs are also old hands (They're getting
soooo cheeky!) and are always very welcoming to new recruits.
We were able to offer an alternative to two DHO trainees for
whom Manfred's rigorous regime proved a little too demanding.
Suitably attired in helmets and smart Coggins racing bibs two
groups of mad keep kids were soon racing around on well
prepared pistes. Excellent progress was evident among all kids
and even some wild weather conditions couldn't damp their
enthusiasm. The Christmas race was held on "the windiest day in
the history of the world-ever" as a knock out parallel slalom
which was hotly (minus 15ish!) contested on a sheltered piste
near Scheidegg. Sonya Strage displayed her usual competitive

j<?

Bob Eastwood demonstrate m his
soft, gentle, ynderetttttding raturei!
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Coggins but we can still organise fun fast skiing for them away from
the oldies if they give us enough warning to get a good leader for
them.
So kids I'll see you all next year, at Christmas, Mid-term and
Easter. I can't wait, can you?

If you want to know more call
Bob Eastwood on 015 242 71440
or
Paul Zvegintov on 01631 730401
or
call the DHO hut during the season,
Office Hours 5.30 to 6.30.

Four DHO ladies at Bob Eastwood's 40th Birthday Party.
Ruth Brewer, Lizzie Davis, Sina Felicianco Cova, Evie Bowyer

COGGINS RACE RESULTS
CHRISTMAS RACE

EASTER RACE

Parallel slalom, Arven, hard pack, blizzard.

GS , Salzegg, hard, sunny.

Boys

Boys

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

1. Bill Wilson
2. Tom Hollingworth
3. Marcus Gibson
4. Charles Price
5. Leo Flindall
6. Will Wells
7. Jonathan Hooper

Joe Mills
Chris Smith
Mathew Mills
Nick de Haan
John Bevan

Girls
1.
2.
3.
4.

Sonya Strage
Angharad Bevan
Katya Strage
Alice de Haan

33.35"
41.02"
44.49"
50.47"
57.55"
1.29.16"
whoops

Girls
Thea Flindall
Victoria Wilson
Emily Hooper

)
)

draw

)

Below Coeeins 1999

NEW YEAR RACE
GS, Salzegg, hard snow, sunny.
tenants
;|'^ •f;:- •; : : .• •

Boys
33.96"
36.91"
38.63"
39.41"
42.89"
55.30"
1M6.45"
fell
fell

1. Benjie Talbot
2. James Mountain
3. Tom Clayton
4. Tom Blain
5. Charles Richardson
6. Hugh Richardson
7. Ed Blain
8. Billy Knott
9. Richard Henley
Girls
1.
2.
3.

40.37"
46.75"
47.32"

Katie Mountain
Joanna Henley
Cloe Blain
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1999 WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIPS,
COLORADO
BY CHEMMYALCOTT

W

hen the team for the World Championships in Vail was announced in Tignes
after the British Seniors, Johnny Moulder
Brown and I were delighted to be
included in the trip. We are both born and bred
members of the DHO and also the only non-Scots
chosen so it was a great honour that two Londoners
were selected. Unfortunately Johnny crashed
shortly after and injured his knee so he was unable
to ski at the Champs and in fact, for the rest of the
season. So here is my report.
Well, where do I start?
This trip was one of the most amazing that I have

ever been on, on a par to the excitement of going to
Euro-Disney at eight years old!
Emma Carrick-Andersen, Ross Green, Alain
Baxter and I arrived at Denver Airport bearing huge
amounts of luggage where I was immediately
separated from the others by the Customs and
Immigration Authority. Entry into the States seems
to be a perpetual problem for me and I had already
explained to Alain and Emma that as a sixteen year
old they would have to act as my 'guardians' as I
have had trouble every time I have been there.
Needless to say I was hauled off even though I had
letters from my parents and a special visa from the
USA Embassy in London. This time all my luggage
and ski bags were unpacked. As I had two crash
helmets, one GS and one Slalom, they presumed
that I was smuggling them and had difficulty
understanding why I had more than one despite the
fact that they knew I was with the GB Team
competing at Vail. Luckily the others waited for me
and we were taken to the best hotel I have every
stayed in which was at Beaver Creek about half an
hour's car ride from Vail. The Finnish Ski Team also
stayed there. I shared a room with Tessa Pirie who I
get on really well with as she is also an academic
athlete and also has to juggle two careers.
Time then did not stop, although exhausted both
physically and with jet lag, we were always on the
move for every second of the next ten days.
We woke at six and went to the hotel's own gym
after breakfast and then trained later as the
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different races were taking place on the same slope. On race days
though you had to have a long memory as course inspection was
8-9am and then we all trained till 11am then raced the first run.
Then lunch and after the second run. I was never told why this
was but had a sneaking suspicion that it was to fit in with TV
scheduling.
The Brits though were one of the most popular teams to train
with! This was because up to four nations had to share a training
course and though we are an independent nation we were only one
or two skiers so the Germans always wanted to train with us as they
felt we wouldn't rut the piste much compared with other bigger
skiing nations such as France.
I woke on my first race day to find bad weather. It was
exceptionally cold and the race organisers had to construct a
'warm up' tent next to the start as it was so cold for us to wait at
the top in our thin lycra racing catsuits. I started 51 in the Giant
Slalom and skied to 35th position and found the course easier
than I had expected though the last few gates were set on the
steepest slope I have ever skied on. I was very happy therefore to
get to the bottom despite the fact that the Press and BBC were
waiting at the bottom of every run! (This situation wasn't helped
by the fact that I was the second youngest in the whole
competition). I felt I skied the second run better as it was more
turny but unfortunately my goggles frosted up and I finished the
race in 33rd place from 79 competitors.
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The weather was completely different on the day of the slalom.
It was warmer, the course was also straighter than I had thought
and I over turned though the course was rather rutted by the time
I went at number 68. After the first run I was lying 51st and felt
that I really had to go for the second run which was much later in
the afternoon sunshine. I watched as many racers came out on
this second course set by Zali Steggall's coach. She won and I, and
exactly half the field came out!
That evening, after my two events, was spent sleeping with
relief with the following day being the last with the men's slalom
and the Prize giving ceremony. This slalom was very exciting as
one of the Finns who had reached the top 15 for the first time
ever, won. He had been staying in our hotel and been quiet and
shy all week and very nervous though after this victory he partied.
After the Prize-giving many parties ensued. I went to the
Jamaican ski team's party which was very noisy with lots of reggae
music and after this the IMG Promoters party where I met and
chatted to all the top racers who are represented by this company,
many of whom had taken advantage of the free hospitality to let
their hair down.
The whole trip was a great experience especially meeting all my
skiing heroes that I have watched on television since I can
remember. The next World Championships are to be held in two
years time in St. Anton in Austria and I intend to be there!

The only sensible choice.

The world's finest wood finishes
RUSTINS LTD, WATERLOO ROAD, LONDON, NW2 7TX - Tel: 020-8450 4666 Fax: 020-8452 2008

E-mail:rustins@rustins.co.uk
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that's the limit of family involvement." Thinking
about it since however I realise that in its early years
the DHO was something of a family affair. For those
interested in its beginnings and how it got such a
weird name I give a brief history below. Those
uninterested, stop here and move to the next article.

THE

A
BY DAVID FOSTER

L

ast November David Panter wrote suggesting
that my wife and I joined them to drive out to
Wengen for a fortnight's skiing in early March
this year. Both OAPs and after some twenty
years away from the slopes, my wife decided we were
past it but, I gave it a go. Sure enough skiing proves
to be a skill you never forget, like cycling or flying.
Checking into the Eiger, Norman Freund was just
checking out after
\
three weeks with only

K.
V
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Above The senior surviving
member of the DHO Mafia.
Photo: David Panter

two days skiing. He'd
picked the period of
endless snow. We
reaped the benefits
with deep snow all the
way to Grund and
superb weather. The
luck of the draw. It
was like coming home.
My parents first took
me there in 1937 and
indeed it is thanks to
Wengen that I exist as
they first met there.
Twenty years have left
Karl and Edith Fuchs
almost
unchanged,
Karl Molitor likewise.
It must be the alpine
air.

At
some
point
during that blissful
fortnight David Panter
puzzled me with the
(only
half-joking)
remark that he was
"honoured
to
be
skiing with the senior
surviving member of the DHO mafia." "Come off
it" I retorted, "OK cousin Tom is President but

My aunt Joyce came to Wengen in the early 20's
loved it and persuaded my grandfather to let her
young brother KDF join her. He came out with his
friend C J White. That same season my mother,
Amy Walduck's best school-friend Rosemary
Holdron had persuaded her parents to let my
mother join them in Wengen where, staying at The
Palace, they all met. KDF fell in love with AMW,
RH with CJW and in due course they all married
and lived happily ever after. Some years later CJW
was to become first President and KDF first vicePresident of the DHO, with Aunt Joyce Foster
among the other twelve founder members of a club
started, as my father used to say, almost as a joke.
He also admitted that the redundant "H" stemmed
from his poor spelling - but I'm glad we're not the
"DO Club." "Downhill only" was a catch phrase at
the time, indicating an enthusiasm for the railways
and lifts then being built.
As an aside, it was my aunt Joyce who, in preDHO days, named "Oh God." That was her
comment on looking down it for the first time,
having climbed up with a guide. Amused, he retailed
it to others so that it passed into the language. Most
early English names are now German, (Sidings now
Allmend, Miss Foster's Hut now Fallboden etc), but
the locals still call it Oh God. Typical that the one
abiding memorial we Fosters have left in the Alps
should be an expletive.
Whilst on the history of those pre-DHO days it
was our past president, Chris Mackintosh, who
named "Mac's Leap." Arnie Lunn with a retinue of
young skiers was setting out the course for next day's
Combined Universities Race and remarked at one
point on a shorter route but "impossible to hold the
sharp turn at the bottom" whereupon Chris,
typically, promptly took it and held the turn. Alas
next day he failed to hold it - so failed to finish.
End of history lesson, (put your books away
quietly children). Reverting to David Panter's
"mafia" slur:- OK my mother's younger Walduck
siblings then flocked out (and have provided the
previous and present Presidents), OK my sister
Alicia's son married Anna Edmonds (whose father
was editor for longer than anyone but my own father
and our present editor) and whose great-aunt was
the redoubtable Ros Hepworth (who virtually ran
the DHO in early post-war years) but this is but
chance propinquity. Young men propose, and girls
accept, more readily in the Alps. It's the altitude.
Mafia conspiracy? Nonsense. God bless you all - and
good skiing.
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Sunstar Hotel
Phone: 0041 33 856 5111

Fax: 0041 33 855 32 72

E-mail: Sunstar@Wengen.com

sunny place in Wengen"
• comfortable rooms and family rooms
• large swimming pool, sauna and solarium
® Dining room " t h e R e s i d e n c e " - the friendly half board restaurant
•

Restaurant " j A l l e g ^ o " - the small fine dining restaurant in Wengen

•

" C h i m n e y B a r " - the cosy bar with open fireplace and live piano music every night

especially for you:
•

childrens' buffet every night before dinner
• childrens movie every night after childrens'buffet
• different buffets during the week
• torch light procession and rustic Swiss evening with folk music and
cheese fondue
• weekly guest curling course and tournament

Marietta and Jurg Zurcher would be delighted to welcome you to the

Sunstar Hotel
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BY SALLY IRELAND

well and truly rutted, but no matter, you simply
'tram-line' or 'bob' the ruts, each Inferno devil
racing within the limits of his capability.
For 25 years there has been an additional 'team'
prize. The DHO fielded a team of eight with the
lour best times to count. We inspected the course
on the Thursdav he lore the race. The Blatt-wand.
alter the Kanonen-Rohr had enough snow, but was
being prepared and was then closed. The great
number of racers practising would have removed
the snow. The closest we came to inspection was to
watch early runners coming down from the
Almcnhubel ridge, which was a very jolly place to
be as there was free-flowing schnapps, and a
schnapps-enlivened brass band playing from the
I.ulchinenlal. amusingly dressed in black and
yellow stripes, adorned with gossamer wings which
made a great spectacle when they swarmed on skis
to their next location.

I obtained an entry form for the 1979 Inferno but
did not race as my ski companion, John Worley,
who had his right knee-cap removed after a rugby
injury, did not fancy training each day on the
course. Whereas nowadays, when skiing the
Schilthorn area, the stage for the Inferno, there is
a beautifully graded traverse above the Engtal,
taking the skier from one mountain complex to the
next, in 1979 we had to cling to the mountain-side
on the lower ski and hope to hold a line all the way
across and not lose too much height which would
have meant a long walk out.
Today, for the safety and enjoyment of the 1,500
racers, the course is prepared to a very high
standard. When the first pioneers of ski-racing
established this course, it was a case of find your
own way down from the Schilthorn summit, reached
by a very long climb on skins, to Lauterbrunnen,
2,000 vertical metres below in the valley.
In 1928 there would have been a mere handful of
reckless racers, members of the then newly founded
Kandahar Ski Club in Miirren, who would have
made this deep powder descent, employing the very
few skills available to them then, but mainly the
Telemark technique. The 'geschmozzle' or mass
start would have been quite hilarious, but along the
length of the course deviousness was required to
find the fastest and shortest descent. Jimmy Riddell,
a K Member, who attended the 75th Anniversary of
the Club this season, won the Inferno by skiing
along the Winteregg-Grutschalp railway line,
presumably having studied the timetable first.
Seventy-one years on since the inception of this
infernal race, there were over 1,800 on the start-list
prepared to risk all and win their Inferno title.
Competitors start at 9am and the race goes on
until all the competitors have gone. As the course
is unduly hard and fast so early, 100 guinea-pigs
are sacrificed to run first. The World Cup racers
are on the course once the snow temperature has
risen. By midday the beautifully prepared course is

On race day accredited entrants can travel on
the Schilthorn bahn, and only at specified times. I
had enough time to sit awhile at Piz Gloria and
noticed that that wise old bird Peter Tunn had
chosen the service table which doesn't revolve with
the rest of the restaurant. I joined him and said
that I hoped I wasn't disturbing his quiet
contemplation. "No, no," he said. "I was just
preparing to tell the younger ones about the
history of the Kandahar tonight," a feature of the
Dinner. I asked him if he had ever seen Kandahar
written with a Q, as I have. He had not but we
went on to discuss that part of the world. My father
had served in Quetta a year after Partition, a
military town east of Qandahar and the Durand
Line, an outpost on the edge of the Baluchi desert.
This was where your author was placed on horseback for the first time, albeit a donkey named
Moonshine, and where her little brother
metamorphosed from carry cot to crawl to walk.
Back to the present, Peter Lunn stood up and
started to dress himself with Inferno-bib, crash-hat,
goggles etc. A waiter impertinently asked; "Mr
Lunn, do you mind my asking how old you are?"
and was nonplussed by the reply, "I have just told
the TV interviewer that I am 84." In fact Peter's
Kandahar-Lunn team included two sons, a
daughter-in-law and grandson, a very fine entry of
which Sir Arnold would have been rightly proud.
Personally I would have been delighted if the race
had been full-length; and only days later Switzerland
was awarded more snow than has ever been
recorded. The 1999 Inferno ran to Winteregg, a
mere 7T0" for the fastest man and about two
minutes more for the fastest girl, there not being
sufficient snow on the long wood path to allow
1,800 pairs of skis to descent to Lauterbrunnen.
I had started training in September, attending all
manner of sessions at the gym-club in Lesa, a village
on the shores of Lake Maggiore. Two evenings a
week I joined the Ski-Club Lesa pre-ski course at the
local secondary school. They welcomed this strange

JUST FOR THE FUN OF IT -

A REPORT ON THE
1999 INFERNO
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female, but with their limited conversational skills (they
speak only Italian), I was unable to explain the reason
for all this fiendish activity. The trainer was superb,
keeping young and old, male and female actively
engaged for 1% hours, along with heaps of laughs. The
villagers were most impressed when they saw me cycling
in my 'spare time' from lake level up to Commago, 430
metres higher where I lived, a steady climb up round
any number of hair-pin bends. The Italians prefer to
patronise the FIAT motor-car company and support the
fossil-fuel industry.
Bounding with energy and burdened
with all this build-up of stamina, I found
that the race was far less frightening
than I feared. I'll just have to return and
race it properly next year.
Within every age category the racer
stands to win Silver if within 30% of the
category best time and Bronze if within
60%. The DHO produced three Bronze
and a bit too far down the list to
mention. I'm told that Lycra cat-suits
make a world of difference to the racer's
time; as the DHO forms the only
representation from Wengen perhaps we
should coerce the Kurverein into a bit of
support in the shape of figure-hugging
race-suits.
The DHO team were all down, safe
and sound, by 4pm which allowed for a
beer and bratwurst as the sun went down
behind the Schilthorn, leaving us to make
our various ways down from Winteregg.
A festive evening at Sina's was hosted by
our leader, Max Davies, who has raced 13 times now
and who we rely on as team-captain. He must know
the course devilishly well by now.
Any member who can ski straight and owns skis
that are not obsessed with turning who would like to
compete in this, the world's longest downhill race,
should contact for further information:
Max Davies, The Old Vicarage,

East Dean,

IN FER

N O

"This was where your author was
placed on horse-back for the first
time, albeit a donkey named
Moonshine ..."

Above Standing from Left to Right
Charlie Roberts Sally Ireland Bob Eastwood Stephen Davies Terry Turner Ruth Brewer

Above Kneeling from Left to Right
Max Davies

Chichester,

Geoffrey Gay

West Sussex,

PO!8 OJG.

Left
Inferno runners of
the future: DHO
boys at British
Juniors' Prizegiving
Tignes
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n the night before leaving W e i ^ n . K k '
Liddell was summoned to the Falken I lotel
to be presented with the Waldo Dowson Cup
by Miss Rhona Dowson. The cup is given
every year for exceptional service to the Club and it
was awarded to Peter this year in recognition of his
participation in and assistance to many Club events
over the years. In particular he has provided many of
the Journal illustrations since he retired in 1983. The
Cup, a 19th Century christening cup was presented
by Rhona in memory of her brother Waldo, a long
time member of the Club who died in 1989.

Right Miss Rhona Dowson presenting the Waldo Dov.son
Cup to Peter Liddell.
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THROUGH THE
VALLEY
FOR ALL SEASONS
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LAUTERBRUNNEN

»

ENJOY A GREAT DAY OUT THROUGH ONE OF THE
MOST BEAUTIFUL VALLEYS IN THE LAKE DISTRICT
journey from the Lake District's only coastai village to the foot of
Lakeland's highest mountains

SO MUCH TO SEE AND DO INCLUDING:
® L'aal Ratty's own Ravenglass Pub - The Ratty Arms
® The Story of the Railway at Ravenglass Museum
# Muncaster Mill - A Working Water Mill and Tea Room
® Tea Rooms at Ravenglass and Dalegarth Stations
# Parking at Ravenglass and Dalegarth Stations
The Ravenglass & Eskdale Railway Co. Ltd, Ravenglass, Cumbria CA18 1SW

mmmmuiiSli

Modern self-contained flats
to let, sleeping 2/5
Middle of village
3 minutes from station
From £10 per person per day
Suitable winter or summer
SVSrs Teresa Staeger
Chalet Horner,
3822 Lauterbrunnen,
Switzerland.
Tel: & Fax: (00 41) 33 855 32 43
www.co.uk.holidayrentals/staeger
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SKIING HOLIDAY WITHOUT SKIING
BYROGERSCOONES
1. Peter Liddell - '60 years with
the DHO'
2. George Buhllmann and
Karen'

H i

3. "Not skiing today Paul?"
Answers on a postcard
please! - Cool dude
4. Jeremy Maas and daughter

1
^

5. The Ryan clan ~ 'Family
matters'

%t

6. 'lino, Pierre, Wallo'
'Privat function'
7. Hilda Jones, Vaughan
Gaskell, Sally Ireland - "Watching the world go by

©

8. Rossli Lancaster - "Shopping spree'
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IMPERIAL LONDON HOTELS LTD
IMPERIAL, PRESIDENT, TAVISTOCK,
ROYAL NATIONAL, BEDFORD

EXCELLENT VALUE IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON
Singles from £59 Twins from £76
Including VAT & full English breakfast
(Continental Breakfast at the Royal National)
6,000 BEDS
within easy walking distance ofCovent Garden, Oxford Street,
Theatreland, Piccadilly Circus, the British Museum & the Law Courts.
All rooms are en suite with satellite TV's, radios, tea/coffee making
facilities & direct dial telephones
RESTAURANTS, BARS & LONDON PUB
UNDERGROUND (PAY) PARKING
found underneath the Royal National, Bedford & Imperial Hotels

CONFERENCE AND BANQUETING
versatile conference facilities catering for every requirement
conference enquiries: 0171 637 2488
HEALTH CLUB
with indoor swimming pool, sauna, Jacuzzi, steam room & spa
3 fully equipped gymnasiums, fast tan beds, beauty suites & hair salon

Reservations:
Imperial London Hotels Ltd
Russell Square
London WC1B SBB

Tel: 0171278 7871/2/3
Fax: 0171 837 4653
E-mail: info@imperialhotelsco.uk
Web: imperialhotels.co.uk
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CHANGE OF EDITOR

The 2000 issue of the DHO Journal will be edited by
David Price,
Willow Tree Cottage,
10 Butcher's Lane, White Waltham,
Berkshire. SL6 3SD

SPRING TOURS
Haute Route
For the fit and energetic
Chamonix - Zermatt - Saas Fee.
11th to 18th March 2000.
Limited numbers.
Apply to: Mr S Hollington, Wellingditch, Stow Maries,
Chelmsford, Essex, CM3 6SD.
Tel: 01245 322699
Touring will be subsidised for members under 25.
D H O SPRING TOUR
Senior Skiers
16th to 22nd April 2000.
Meet at Simplon Pass 2006m, in the Hotel Belvedere at the top
of the pass.
Programme as published in the 1998 DHO Journal.
Spring Snow and Off-Piste Skiing Wengen
3rd to 12th March 2000.
Apply to: Mr J H M Webster, Six Oaks, Grove, Near Retford,
Notts. DN22 0RJ. Tel: 01777 706108.

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, DEATHS 1998/9
Births
To Pippa and Stewart Duncan a fourth daughter Emma,
10 June 1998
To Katy and Rick Waller their first child Benjamin, August 1998
To Anna and Jamie Rankin a fourth child Hugo
Marriages
Natasha (nee Walduck) and Alistair King, 17 July 1999
Deceased Members
April Hargreave
Michael Tampin
Nigel Kent-Lemon
Bunty Stockwell
John Wheeler

28 Aug 1998
1998
11 Dec 1998
26th August 1998
Nov 1998
5.30 - 6.30 pm

DHO HUT
0041 338 55 13 75

THE 2000 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The AGM will take place on Wednesday 21st June 2000 at
the Imperial Hotel, Russell Square, London WC1
Details will be sent to members nearer the date

CLUB PROGRAMME 1999/2000
Mon

27 Dec

Thu

6 Jan

Coggins

SPORT + M O D E

Heinz Cup

Sat

15 Jan

Lauberhorn Race

Thu

20 Jan

Polytechnic Cup

Sat

22 Jan

Tue

1 Feb

Tourist Cup

Wed

2 Feb

Lucy Dicker Plate

Thu

3 Feb

McMillan Cup

(Dolitor
WENGEN

«-

Inferno Miirren

The MOLITORs and their Staff are

Thu

3 Feb

Thu

10 Feb

Andy Cap Race

DHO Dinner and Dance

Sat

19 Feb

Coggins

Thu

16 Mar

Kurverein Krystal Race

Thu

30 Mar

Odling Cup

Sun

2 Apr

looking forward to meeting you.
Located between
Hotel SUN STAR and BERNERHOF

Coggins

Teiefon033 855 2l 31

Dates to be announced:
Railw ay Cup, SCGB Marathon, Easter Race.

E-Mail: molitor@bluewin.ch
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Telefax 033 855 46 31
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Printers of the DHO Journal
wish the Club
a successful year ahead
For any printing requirement you may be considering contact
Press 70 Limited
Blakey Road
Salisbury, Wiltshire. SP1 2JG
Tel: 01722 329272 Fax: 01722 338770
email: press70@atlas.co.uk ISDN 01722 415857
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NEW MEMBERS IN 1999
The following members have joined the Club during the 98-99 Season.
Most are new to the Club so, I trust you will enjoy skiing with Paul and Maree in Wengen, the thrust of the Mcmillan Cup for the competitive,
the fun of the Railway Cup for the social, race training for the fit, children in Coggins for the frazzled or a cruise from Eiger bar to Eiger bar
for the seriously social!
Whichever category you choose, "Welcome to the DHO". To a few, "Welcome back".
Christopher Adams
Theresa Adams
Hugo Adams
George Adams
Matthew Adams
Sara Adams
Sam Adams
Stuart Albright
Douglas Blain
Sophie Blain
Alan Brockbank
Stephen Brown
Neil Bruce
Brian Burdett
Barbara Burghes
Jennifer, Countess of Bute
Olivier Chan
Richard Clare
Anna Cook
Sabrina Cova
Valeria Cova
Benjamin Davies
Charlotte Davies
David Davies
Julia Davies
Andrew de Haan
Ann Duignan
Penelope Dyer
Richard Dyer
Anthony Evans
Dermot Gilvary
Bill Godfrey
Helen Gloster
John Glover
Benjamin Guess
Brett Haney
Matt Haney
Thomas Harrison
Judith Harris-Jones
Anne Henley
Anne Hopwood
Raya Hubbell
Kate Honey
Elizabeth Jordan
Peter Jordan
Alexandria Kent
David Killwick
Robert Knott
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Philip Maxey
Viki Maxey
Donal McLaughlin
Andrew McLeod
Robert McLeod
Justin Miles-Booy
Kevin Mountain
Angus Murray
Andrew Pelton
Anne Pelton
Catherine Pelton
Kenneth Pelton
Michael Pelton
Samuel Phillips
Nigel Pitt
John Poltach
Harriet Prest

Charles Richardson
Howard Richardson
Hugh Richardson
Louise Richardson
John Ritblat
William Spray
Raimon Suarez
Benjamin Talbot
Matthew Tomlinson
Timothy Watson
Andreas Wilhelm
Claude Winet
Elizabeth Verden-Anderson
Elaine Macleod
Hon. Membership Secretary
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www.snowandrock.com

Is pleased to he associated
with the

Downhill Only Club
call Snow+Rock

084S1001000
for a free outdoor sports
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Shops nationwide arid mail order service
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HOTEL DE6TAUKANT

'APDICE
-k~k*k~k

new, rustic comfortable
at the end from the downhill
near the railway station
bar

restaurant

tea-room
superb views

sunny-terrace

chalet-style hotel
spacious rooms and balcony south-facing
rooms with galleries enabling families and friends
all rooms equipped with tv, radio, direct-dial telephone, minibar, safe and hair-dryer
some bathrooms have whirlpool
sauna, soft-steam, herbal baths, fitness, solarium, massage
for all guests from Wengen
H e d y Graf, H o t e l Caprice
tel: 033 / 855 41 41
fax: 033 / 855 41 44
e-mail: caprice@wengen.com
Internet: www.wengen.com/hotel/caprice
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Margaret Isobel Hargreave
(April)
14th December 1919 - 28th August 1998
Margaret was born in Tientsin, N. China, where her father was
based in charge of the Chinese Customs. She was the third
child of four, with two elder brothers and one younger sister
who died in Hong Kong as an infant.
When Margaret was five the family returned to England and
settled in Guernsey and it was here that she grew up with her
mother and two brothers. In the early years her father
continued to work in Hong Kong seeing little of his family
until he retired and came back to Guernsey.
When in her teens she began to be called "April." The name
seemed to suit her and she has been known as April ever since.
In September 1939 the Second World War started and in 1940,
the Germans invaded Guernsey. A week before they arrived
the last of the young people were evacuated and April arrived
in Southampton. She joined the Land Army and worked on a
farm for six months before joining the Wrens. It seems that she
was not very adept at milking.
As a Wren driver she was based in Greenock and still has
friends from that period. A strange incident happened at that
time. I was returning from America taking passage in one of
the US Coastguard Cutters that had been received from the
Americans in exchange for some naval bases in the West
Indies as my ship had been damaged and had docked in New
York for repairs. When we got back to Greenock in July 1941
our captain decided to give a party as we had a good supply of
scarce food and drink on board which we had brought over
from America. One of the invited guests was April but we
never met then as I received a telegram telling me that my
father had died and so I left the ship on compassionate leave
the very afternoon of the day of the party.
We got a second chance nearly two years later in the spring
of 1943. During the intervening period, I had been convoying
in the South Atlantic and April had been commissioned as a
Third Officer in Naval Intelligence. We met, as one is apt to at
that age, at a dance in Glasgow while my ship was being
refitted on the Clyde. We were married on the 23rd June,
about three months later. I had in the meantime volunteered
for the Submarine Service. There followed a period of
specialised training for the Submarine Service and then a
technical job investigating the effect of depth charges on
machinery mountings. Finally I joined HM S/M Truncheon,
initially spending three months at Plymouth dockyard before
leaving for the Far East.
During the period between getting married and leaving for
the Far East, April was with me as she had left the Wrens when
she became pregnant. Timothy was born in March 1944 and
our first home together was in Somerset Terrace, Plymouth,
where I was supervising the acceptance trials for HM S/M
Truncheon. This was a happy time since the bombing of
Plymouth was over. On completion of working up, Truncheon
left for the Japanese war. Happily this ended before we got
there.
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On being de-mobbed, we lived in London where I worked as
the Engineering Export Manager for a trading company.
Exciting times as we recovered from the war and started to
think for ourselves again. In May 1948, our second son, Oliver,
was born. We moved from London to Oxshott in 1950. April
spend the first few years of Oxshott life running our home at
Knott Park and bringing up the children. Her main other
interests were painting and helping me build up the
engineering business which I had started after working for the
trading company. Around 1953 we moved to Earnshaw where
April fell in love with the garden and a burgeoning interest in
horticulture grew leading to many visits to the Royal
Horticultural Gardens at Wisley.
In 1964 our third child, Belinda arrived, 16 years after Oliver
so April was doing the school run once again, this time with a bit
more help. The business was prospering so there was a good
deal of travel and entertaining. Home life was happy and the
years flew by and the children grew up. April filled her life with
looking after the family and home, collecting for favourite
charities including the RNLI, British Legion, NSPCC and many
others, painting, gardening and entertaining. In 1989 arthritis
began to affect April in her hands and knees which meant she
was no longer able to paint, play the piano or take exercise in
the same way as before. Her consultant prescribed some steroid
medicines and soon after that her first depression started. On
and off this lasted for two years and was very severe, even at
times suicidal. Finally the treatment and medication won the
day and she recovered enough to have a successful knee
operation although she remained on medication. The years
1992 to 1997 were lovely, I had retired, the family were thriving
and life was good. In 1997, the arthritis struck again and the left
knee became crippled. As another knee operation did not
require any new medication we decided to go ahead. All went
well for four weeks after the operation and then the dreaded
signs of depression reappeared. Again after months of
treatment and at least three attempted suicides there were signs
of improvement and April returned home. As we now know she
was not better.
JMH

Bunty Greenland (nee Stockwell)
21st December 1912 - 26th August 1998
Bunty Stockwell was 85 when she died and despite losing a leg
through a cancerous growth when she was 73 and enduring the
disability and pain from arthritis, she had a keen mind and a
wicked sense of humour till the end.
She was a member of the DHO and the White Hare Ski
Club and married Mr G D Greenland the founder of the
White Hare.
Bunty was a handsome woman and skied competitively
before and after the War. In 1947 she won the British Ladies'
Championships and went on to represent her country in
Norway in 1948. The press at the time noted that she was the
first mother ever to win the British Ladies, and indeed her
daughter Anne Adlington was with her at the time and was
given a handsome white fur-coat and hat that she has sadly
outgrown.
She joined the DHO in 1939 and is shown in the 1955
Journal with a Club Silver badge and a SCGB Gold Racing
Lion. She was very proud of her A-K Badge and thought that
it marked her greatest skiing achievement.
A. A.

John Wheeler
John Wheeler died in November 1998, after suffering a stroke
which had left him bed-ridden for twenty months.
John joined the DHO in 1946: before the war he skied in
Grindelwald, winning on one occasion the Standard Race, but
from 1946 onwards he was a mainly devoted Wengen skier,
skiing with David and Beryl Clark and Bill Daggett and from
1957 onwards with the Marshams, Myleses and Clarabuts.
John was a delightful skiing companion, always thinking of
others in all he did, both on and off the slopes.
On Sundays, having decided that the slopes were too

crowded, John and Bill formed what was known as the
Fendant Club. Skis were taken up to Eigergletscher where
John and Bill and many others sat over a very long lunch
interval, helping the Fendant down. Eventually they put their
skis back on the train for the fahrt back to Wengen.
John resigned from the DHO in 1982 as his limbs could no
longer let him enjoy his skiing. He is greatly missed by all his
Kentish friends and the many others who knew him in
Wengen.
The illustration shows John with Alison Clark, his goddaughter on his right and Suzane Marsham on his left.
SM
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Members of the DHO Club, Ski Club of Great Britain and Wengen Ski Club
have been meeting at the Hotel Eiger forthe past 70 years.
Restaurant Arvenstube * Pickel-Bar * Local Dishes and International Specialities.

Karl + Susanne Fuchs
extend a warm welcome to the Hotel Eiger in Wengen.

CH-3823 Wengen Tel.++41 (0)33 855 11 31 Fax++41 (0)33 855 10 30 www.wengen.comAotelfeiger eiger@wengen.com
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40 YEARS A
MEMBER-AND
STILL A NOVICE
BYALASTAIR

O

DREW

ne of the things one is taught early on in any
military career is not to start any talk or
presentation with an apology - and this may
also apply by extension to a written article.
However, since our revered editor is not only older
and wiser than I, but also of considerably more
exalted rank, I know I can rely on his red pencil
where appropriate: so here goes!
I have been a member of the DHO for well over
forty years, but until last year I was never in
Wengen at the time of the McMillan Cup - so was
it accident or design that found me booked into
the Wengenerhof Hotel (our usual and highlyrecommended - even - if - underused - by - DHO members hotel) for the first week of February
1999? I cannot put my hand on my heart and
pretend I was unaware that this was "race week,"
nor will I forget the domestic ruction it caused
when I let slip this unfortunate phrase at home
sometime around Christmas! The previous year my
loyal travelling companion had had to pick up the
pieces and take me off to the medics, having first
tried to clean me up sufficiently to avoid my
frightening the Brandegg to Scheidegg commuters,
after I had a very messy crash in a DHO fun race!
She called me every manner of old fool, (on both
occasions) and said that of course I could do as I
liked, but "don't expect me to
be within miles!" She was
absolutely right.
'
'• '.' ' '
Above "/ had no idea that
it involved a geschmozzle
start."
Right Charles Orme,
standing in for the
President, awards a Hotel
Sunstar ice bucket,
standing in for the
Novice Cup, to the
author!

reading the reports of the McMillan Cup (and
wishing I had been there?), I had no idea that it
involved a geschmozzle start. (For the few who may
not recognise this term, it means that everyone
starts at the same time. What could be more
normal?) And don't think it isn't taken seriously by
the handful of completely mad members who
refuse to grow old gracefully. Swiss professionals
here, British National sweaters, Racing Lions and
DHO Gold Arrows there, all pretending it's only a
joke and then launching themselves from the start
to go at break neck speed for the finish. (Don't
imagine there are any controls!)
Waiting to start was as awful as it always was
thirty five years ago; but it was the first time anyone
had come up and said to me "You're not going to
turn, are you?" "No" "What never?" "Well, hardly
ever." - for I was an unknown quantity, probably
dodgy to follow, a novice , not one of the select
band who do this mad thing annually and all know
each others form, for example that Edward Perrot
may be in the 50-60 class but tends to go faster than
any other competing amateur Brit. (I had heard
that David Verden Anderson would go very fast in
my age group - but not knowing which one he was
prevented my being able to use him as a reliable
leader! And perhaps it was he who was ensuring I
didn't get in his way?)
The most surprising thing about the race itself
after all the panic - and I don't know whether
everyone finds the same thing - is how little one
notices one's fellow competitors. Perhaps if one
knew the course very well one may have more time

Was I lured by the
existence of the new Novice
Cup, only available to those
entered in the race for the
first time in their lives?
Surely not at my age?
Recently too I have been
called a particularly ignorant
old fool - this time by my
sister, a former Secretary of
the DHO - when I confessed
that in spite of annually

•«
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to look around, but I found I had more than
enough to do just navigating, steering, and
desperately endeavouring to remain standing up.
In fact my navigation was poor - which is a very
great pity as I may have to compete again to put it
right! Foolishly, I had decided on my line by myself
without consulting an old hand, and I certainly
made mistakes! I did actually overtake someone
half way down, only to see him zip ahead of me
when I took the long route to the left of the hut just
before the final schuss, and he cut the corner. (Now
I know what it must be like for Hakkinen emerging
from the pit lane only to see Schuhmacher nip
ahead on the main track and into the lead).
Anyway, to my relief, I got there, I do still hugely
enjoy going fast, but I am well aware that, were I to
crash, I would be almost sure to damage myself,
being unfit and probably 3 stone over fighting
weight. But that doesn't seem to be the point. Life
holds progressively fewer thrills as one gets older,

YEARS

M E MB E R

so it is great when one finds a guaranteed one left!
There must be something which makes so many
McMillan competitors behave in such a crazy way!
After the race I was unable to join the main lunch
party as I had to report myself intact to the anxious
(I hoped!) lady who was, as promised, duly "miles
away" (in fact at Brandegg with my other friends).
I thought I had fared reasonably well and I had
reason to hope that I might have won the Novice
Cup - for, let's be honest, that had been my
intention all along. But the prize-giving came and
went: no prize for Drew. But while I was keeping
the old (literally old, for this game) upper-lip stiff
at a subsequent party in the Sunstar, rumour began
to filter through that perhaps there had been a
mistake. Anyway, we had another mock prize
ceremony, "for effort," if nothing else. When
eventually I got back to my hotel there was a
telephone message, brief and to the point: "From
Paul. You won the Novice Cup."

. .Hotel
Alpenrose
___Wengen_

SWISS
TRADITION
WELCOMES
BRITISH
TRADITION
Family von Allmen
Tel. 0041 33/855 31 16
Fax. 0041 33/855 15 18
We look forward
to meeting you
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SCHOOLBOYS'
RACES
999
BY RICHARD BERRY

F

or some years now the DHO Christmas races
have not taken place. This has been due to a
number of factors not least of which is the
increase of other events over this period and
the reduced length of Christmas school holidays. It
was decided to mount a new competition to be held
before the winter high season begins in February.
For many years the Ladies' Ski Club have held
Schoolgirls' races which the DHO has strongly
supported and therefore it seemed most sensible to
run the event at the same time and call it the British

Schoolboys' Races. Veysonnaz was chosen as the
venue and a package deal arranged for
competitors, parents and teachers travelling out
from the UK just for the races. Veysonnaz, which
sits on an alp directly above Sion, is famous for its
World Cup downhill course the Piste de Eors. The
upper part of the slope is also ideal for slalom and
giant slalom with its undulating terrain and a
conveniently positioned flat section, which forms
the finish of the technical disciplines. The slope is
north facing and has an abundance of snow
cannons ensuring perfect racing conditions
throughout the season regardless of the general
snow conditions elsewhere.
Most of us recall the rigours of last winter
recording the heaviest snowfall since 1955. Luckily
for us the first wave of snow ended just before the
arrival day. Conditions on the race course Piste de
Eors could not have been better. The snow cannons,
which made the Ladies WV event possible several
weeks earlier, had given the course a perfect base.
The fresh snow on top only served to make the near
perfect conditions even better for racing which
barely showed the tracks after the race was over.
The recent snow had not changed the course in any
way and with three days of sunshine the event was
a total success. Aiglon College ran away with most
of the trophies but Michael Shnaps from the DHO
managed to get among the prize winners.
Next year's event will again be run in Veysonnaz,
having found very suitable accommodation at the
Hotel Ibis just below the resort in the outskirts of
Sion. The race is scheduled for Monday 31 January
and 1 February 2000. A package arrangement is
being negotiated similar to last year and details
with entry forms are available from Ingrid
Christophersen or myself.

SKI C L O T H E S A N D E Q U I P M E N T SALE
7 November 1999
The Ladies' Ski Club is holding its annual second hand ski clothes and equipment sale in
association with Henley College on 7 November 1999. This sale will be in the Rotherfield Hall
of Henley College from. 10am to 2pm and gear can be brought to the college from 9am on the
morning of the sale. Each article should be names and priced if possible.
Adults' and children's clothes, accessories and equipment are welcome but no skis without
bindings unless new and no equipment over 3 years old.
ALL proceeds on sales under £5 and 40% of those over £5 will be donated to the Ladies' Ski
Club Racing Fund. Unsold items will, unless collected by 2.30pm will be donated to the Olga
Havel Foundation in Prague.
Profits from the Ski Clothes and Equipment Sale will go to help British girl racers.
For further information contact
Mrs Penny Hedley Lewis on telephone: 01476 550255
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Taxi, Minibus - Enterprise
Carriage, local and mountain sightseeing excursions

ROBERT BfSCHOFF
+ 41 3 3 / 8 5 5 18 19
Fax + 41 33 / 855 50 60
Mobil phone 079 / 334 41 31
http: // www.wengen.com/bischoff
e-mail to fax: r.bischoff@wengen.com

AIRPORT TRANSFERS
Destination
Airport
Zurich
Basel
Bern
Genf

Distance

Time in min

200km
180km
80km
240km

135
120
60
200

Transportation . . . Moving . . . Excursions
Roundtours . . . Mountain-Passtrips
Courierservice . . . Congresstrips
VIP-Service... Limousine-Service

Hell-Skiing
Retum-Journey
From Blatten, Meiringen, Riederalp/M6rel

For more destinations and rates please inquire

Hotel Victoria Lauberhorn

Firstclass hotel in the centre of Wengen
near the skating and curling rink - one of the DHO's meeting places!

Restaurant

Pizzeria

Creperie

Bar

We are looking forward to welcoming you!
Fax 033/855.33.77

Tel 033/856.51.51
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OFFICERS AND C O M M I T T E E S
HON PRESIDENT
Karl Fuchs
PRESIDENT
T H Walduck
VICE-PRESIDENTS
Dr I W McCormick
Dr H J Alban Davics
HON SECRETARY
Mrs. J J D ALBAN DAVIFS,
Troulbeck Otford, Scvenoaks,
KcntTN14 5PH
Tel: 01959 525439
HON TREASURER
E D L O N I E , Boraston
House, 22 Ravelslon Dykes
Road, Edinburgh EH4 3PB
Tel: 0131 336 4494
HON MEMBERSHIP
SECRETARY:
Mrs E MACLEOD, The Old
Rectory, Wyton, Huntingdon,
Cambs. PE17 2AQ
Tel: 01480 301387

HON EDITOR:
Brigadier D F RYAN,
Lodwick, Monxton,
Hampshire SP11 SAW
Tel: 01264 7.10413
(Until 1 April 2000)

RACING SECRETARY
Miss I CHRISTOPHERSEN,
Benllev, llalland, I .ewes,
Easl Sussex BN8 5AF
Tel: 01825 840043

WENGEN SECRETARY
P D ZVEGINTZOV,
Winter Address:
DUO Office, CI 1-3823
Wengen, Switzerland
Tel: 0041 338 55 1375

HON ADVERTISING
OFFICER
S V GASKELL,
Betchton Hall, Sandbach,
Cheshire CW11 0TS
Tel: 01477 500350

COMMITTEE
R C Berry (1998)
Mrs A Davies (1997)
Mrs S Davies (1998)
S A Hollington (1997)
E F V P e r r o t t (1.997)
MrsS L B Robinson (1998)
K B Stevens (1997)
i J H M Webster (1997)

STANDING
COMMITTEES
FINANCE & GENERAL
PURPOSES
T H Walduck
E D I.onie (Chairman)
E F V Perrott
Mrs A Davies
K B Stevens
Mrs E Macleod
Mrs J Alban Davies

WINTER ARRANGEMENTS
H J Alban Davies (Chairman)
P D Zvegintzov
S V Gaskell

1999-2000
S A Hollington
J 11 M Webster
Mrs S Davics
RACING & TRAINING
R C Berry (Chairman)
i Miss I Christophersen
! E D Louie
I W McCormick
| Mrs S L B Robinson

HONORARY
E D I T O R S OF THE
DH0 JOURNAL
.1936-38
1.939-45
1946-55
1956-65
1966-67
1968-75
1976-80
1981-88
1989-90
1991-00
2000-

K D Foster
Journal suspended
K D Foster
R E H Edmonds
T P B Ashburner
D N Freund
D K D Foster
Brigadier D F Ryan
B Caulfield
Brigadier D F Ryan
D T Price

PAST P R E S I D E N T S AND VICE P R E S I D E N T S
1924-25
1925-26
1926-28
1928-29
1929-31
1931-32
1932-33
1933-34
1934-35
1935-36
1936-37
1937-38
1938-45
1945-48
1948-49
1949-50
1950-53
1953-56
1956-57
1957-60
1960-64
1964-67

PRESIDENTS
Maior CJ White MC
Major SF Fisken MC
Major CJ White MC
Major CJ White MC
Fit Lt HRD Waghorn
TRFox
Major CJ White MC
Lt Cdr RB Gossage RN
KD Foster
Capt RAD Fullerton
Capt RAD Fullerton
Major HW Hall MC
Wartime Trustees:
Col CJ Odling TD
KD Foster MBE
KD Foster MBE
KD Foster MBE
Sir Adrian Jarvis, Bart
KD Foster MBE
CEW Mackintosh
CEW Mackintosh
HS Walduck

VICE-PRESIDENTS
KD Foster
Fit Lt HRD Waghorn
Capt JC Davis
TRFox
Capt JC Davis
CFS Taylor
Major CJ White MC
TRFox
CFS Taylor
Capt RAD Fullerton
CE Gardner
Capt RAD Fullerton
Major CJ White MC
TRFox
KD Foster
Major HW Hall MC
JW Richardson
Capt RAD Fullerton, PM Hepworth, and G Paxton
AHH Gilligan
AA Jarvis
HMJ Barnard-Hankey
AA Jarvis
HMJ Barnard-Hankey
Sir Adrian Jarvis, Bart
Mrs PM Hepworth
HMJ Barnard-Hankey
CEW Mackintosh
Mrs PM Hepworth
The Hon Max Aitken DSO DFC
Mrs PM Hepworth
Dr RM Mason
Mrs PM Hepworth
Dr RM Mason
Mrs PM Hepworth
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OFFICERS A N D

PRESIDENTS
HS Walduck
REH Edmonds
REH Edmonds
The Hon Mrs Hensman
The Hon Mrs Hensman
The Hon Mrs Hensman
JDD Waghorn
JDD Waghorn
Mrs REH Edmonds
TH Walduck
TH Walduck
TH Walduck
TH Walduck
TH Walduck

1967-70
1970-73
1973-75
1975-76
1976-78
1978-80
1980-83
1983-86
1986-90
1991-94
1995-96
1996-97
1997-98
1998-99

VICE-PRESIDENTS
REH Edmonds
MO Gill
MO Gill
JN Paxton
J Latimer
J Latimer
J Latimer
J Latimer
P Benson Browning
J Latimer
N Currie
Dr IW McCormick
Dr IW McCormick
Dr IW McCormick

Ristorante Pizzeria

REAL ITALIAN FOOD & STEAKHOUSE
OPEN FROM 1 1 . 3 0 - 2 3 . 3 0
AFTERNOON TEA & CAKES
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

DISCO NIGHTS
LIVE MUSIC
LAZER KARAOKE
APRES-SKI SNACKS, COCKTAILS, MEAL IN A BASKET
OPEN FROM 16.00-02.30
SINA FELICIANO - 3823 WENGEN - TEL (033) 855 31 72
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COMMITTEE

MO Gill
HP Gardner
The Hon Mrs Hensman
J Latimer
JDD Waghorn
DKD Foster
P Benson Browning
TH Walduck
_
Dr HJ Alban Davies
Dr HJ Alban Davies
Dr HJ Alban Davies
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"FREDDY FUCHS SNOW KING"
The excessive snow this winter was in fact due to the
over zealous use of snow cannons by Freddy Fuchs
who was fed up with endless complaints in previous

Dear Freddy you have always been
On snow machines so very keen
Just one request from Zvegintzov
Please turn the bloody cannons off!!

HEINZ CUP
JANUARY 1999

In early winter on they came
They made much snow and more again
And by December pistes were done
For all the coming Winter fun.
A metre more of snow then fell
You still refused your men to tell
That three metres was quite enough
Not one more flake machines should puff.
The Lauberhorn downhill was past
The course so perfect very fast
And now somewhere above the cloud
Your laughter sounded long and loud.

The following official protest was submitted by the
Jessel family: The "carving buoys" on Ffonegg
unfortunately had been removed the morning of
the treasure hunt.
Sehr geherter Herr Paulus
Ich will nicht machen ein Rumpus
Aber wo im Himmel sind die Buyos an Ffonegg
Versuchen sie to pull mein legg
Oder should Ich just have stayed in bed
Noch einmal hat der Kapitain Zog
Mein Weinachts Ganze gut gekocht!
D. Jessel

"You tourists for past years complained
That always all the snow has drained
Away to leave the bare green slopes
And on and on you moan and mope."
Why can't you put more snow just here?
Have you not noticed patches bare?
I'm sure your men could do some more
To make a perfect snowy floor.
Well now you'll see what we can do
The Jungfrau snow cannon piste crew
We'll keep snow coming till you claim
That never more will you complain!
We'll heap the roads, we'll stop the trains
We'll fill the cuttings, block the drains
'Till all you wish is for a thaw
And endless sun to burn you raw.
So punters all be warned by me
That what you get is what you see
So don't complain for now you know
That Freddy Fuchs is King of Snow.

LIMERICK FOR JUNGFRAU JAUNT
Two people skied down 'Oh God'
They were like two peas in a pod.
They said to each other
"Let's do another"
So they skied with the Coggins and Bob.
Bryony and Buffy

For the best
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witzerland is where it all started. While the
magnificent scenery has not changed, much
has improved since Sir Henry Lunn showed the
Swiss what two planks of wood can do for them.
Everybody loved the idea and generations of skiers
have never looked back. New ski resorts with
excellent facilities have sprung all over Switzerland
and chair lifts, gondolas and cable cars have
replaced the old tractor pulling skiers up the slope.

Superb runs are carefully groomed overnight, water
cannons are replenishing snow where needed and

both skiers and snow boarders enjoy the latest
developments in ski teaching and ski equipment.
The Swiss remain wonderful hosts and offer warm
and friendly service combined with that special
precision and efficiency they are known for all
over the world.
Swiss Travel Service have been arranging holidays
to Switzerland for over 50 years and look forward
to making your dream ski holiday come true

Sample Price for a week in Wengen:
3 star hotel Bellevue from £469 per

WE OFFER
•

Agent choice & value

•
•
•

Specialist Reservations
Resort Representatives
Scheduled flights

•
•
•
•

Child places from £99
Unique Luggage Transfer
Free nights and Ski Passes
Guaranteed Prices
(once you have booked)

person on half board in a twin room
with hath or shower.

RESORTS WE FEATURE INCLUDE
Best 5 & 4 star hotels on half board
in the following resorts:
Adelboden
Arosa
Chateau-d'Oex
Crans-Montana
Davos
Engelberg
Flims
Grindelwald
Interlaken
Lenk

M
m
B
•
•
•
•
•

Meiringen
Miirren
Saas Fee (plus SC)
St. Moritz
Verbier
Villars
Wengen
Zermatt (plus SC)

Please phone our
24hr brochure
request service on the

number below tor
your FREE 52 page
Swiss Ski brochure.

IABTA!
VI445

B
246

Swiss Travel Service Ltd
Bridge House 55/59 High Road
Broxbourne Herts EMO 7DT
E-Mail swiss@bndge-travel co uk

KIRSTEEN
McGIBBON
MEMORIAL
AWARD

Joanna received the beautiful Scottish quaich,
which was donated by Kim's family and which is
engraved with the first two lines of a poem which
she wrote the night before her accident. She also
received £500 as a contribution towards her
1999/2000 skiing season. In the future we would like
to be able to increase that amount, however this will
only be possible if we continue to receive donations.
The fund is run by the Skier's Trust of Great
Britain and it is this body which controls the monies
and invests them appropriately. If you feel able to
send a donation to the Kirsteen McGibbon fund,
please send it to the following address and I will
ensure that it is sent to the trustee responsible for
the fund at the Skier's Trust.

Hilary Head
Bernwood House
Holton
Oxford
OX33 1PY

Telephone: 01865 874865
Mobile:
0973 788221
Fax:
01865 875169
Email:
hghead@hotmail.com

BYHILARYHEAD

T

ignes again hosted the British junior
Championships and it was here that the
recipient of the Kirsteen McGibbon Award
was announced.
The Kirsteen McGibbon Memorial Fund was
established following Kim's tragic death whilst
training for an international downhill race in
Altenmarkt, Austria in January 1996. It was her first
season as a member of the British Alpine Ski Team
and the results which she had achieved during the
first weeks of that season left everyone with little
doubt that she would have gone far. She was only 20
when she died, and consequently was never able to
show her full potential. The fund set up in her
memory aims to 'encourage' British junior girls who
are not necessarily winning everything, but have
shown themselves to be dedicated and talented.
The 1999 winner of the award was 16 year old
Joanna Greig. It was agreed that throughout the
season, and in particular at the British Junior
Championships, Joanna had produced some very
sound results and her skiing itself showed potential.
Furthermore, her success was achieved while
continuing to study for her A-levels. In combining
both ski racing and education, Joanna is proving
that it is not always necessary to concentrate on one
or the other, just so long as the determination and
passion continues to be present. There is little doubt
that the combination is hard work, and it was
essentially this that the McGibbon representatives
wished to commend.

ULLSWATER 'STEAMERS'
PIERS AT POOLEY BRIDGE,
HOWTOWNAND
»
GLENRIDDING

Regular Services throughout the Season
Enjoy panoramic Lakeland views from the comfort
of the UlSswater'Steamers'

i On-board Bars, Ififormation & Toilets
> Parking at Pooley Bridge (National Park Car Parks);
Glenridding Pier & Glenridding Visitor Centre
i Just 15 Mins from M6 (J40) to Pooley Bridge
> Ideal as a base for walks, picnics or
a leisurely cruise around one of the
most varied and spectacular of lakes
Ullswater Navigation & Transit Company Ltd
Pier House, Glenridding, Cumbria C A I I OPD

'mmmmm
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The best place in London to
select and buy the finest
sports footwear

Like the Brasher Hillmaster OTX;
The UK's best selling leather walking
boot renowned for its lightness, instant
comfort and waterproof performance.
The best selection and fitting advice, the best of the leading brands and the best value
for money. That's what makes 'Sweatshop at Harrods' the one place to visit for all your
running, aerobics, cross training, tennis, football, walking, in-line skating, cricket and
golf footwear needs.

W

AT

HO

(COMPETITIVELY THE BEST j

5th Floor, Harrods, Knightsbridge, S W I X 7XL. Phone: 0171 730 1234 x 2102

DOWNHILL

ONLY
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WENGEN
CURLING CLUB
JANUARY 1999

O

ver 100 members of
the Club were in
Wengen during
January. How
encouraging to note that this
figure included 20 new
members who joined many of
the regulars for a season of
mixed weather and exciting
curling. It was particularly
pleasant to see Ken Geering
back again and our
congratulations go to Betty
Goodwin who celebrated
40 years in Wengen and to
Alex Newman who reached
the 25-year mark.
Now that he has retired
from work, President Jan
af Sillen was able to be with
us for three weeks and he

wXf&b-

President jan af Sillen

For the Wyllie Shield,
however, the ladies came to
the fore when Diane
Paterson, Isabell MacArthur,
Margrit Nussli and Loreen
MacKenzie saw off the
opposition.
Until now the new visitors
had still not seen the
mountain but by Thursday
the weather had cleared
and we could enjoy the
magnificent scenery when the
Buhlmann Cup started on
outside ice. The number of
curlers had increased with

fought final. Later, at the
dinner/dance, the President
presented his prizes of silver
punch cups to Susan Hinds,
Nora McCrossin, Karel
Veldhuis and Alison Logie.
The runners up, Donald
Forbes, Allan Higgins, Lena
Semple and Jean Inglis
received beautiful Swedish
crystal.
A large entry for the Victoria
Lauberhorn Cup filled
eight sheets of ice for
the traditional schenkel
tournament. After two days

was ever attentive, ensuring
that we all enjoyed ourselves.
Unfortunately, Vice President
Andy Morrison was not able
to be in Wengen but I am
sure that after his hip
operation in February, he will
soon be sliding gracefully
down the ice again.
The curling got off to the best
possible start when four of
our members came out on
top in the Caprice Cup, a
tournament organised by the
Jungfrau Club. The rink
comprising Harry Mitchell,
Isabell MacArthur, Marion
Lang and Stewart Fleming
were one of three entered
from our Club. What made
this achievement even more
notable was the realisation
that Harry and Stewart were
'Wengen virgins', experiencing
the vagaries of Wengen ice
for the first time.
Snow was still falling when
our own programme started
with the Reinert Stoffer Cup.
Numbers were up slightly on
previous years for this
opening competition with five
teams participating and
experience was the winner in
the form of Peter von Ins,
Robert Gray, Erwin Wenger
and Karel Veldhuis.
The Wright Bowl again saw
Harry Mitchell skipping to
victory, this time with the
help of Jan af Sillen, Erwin
Wenger and another
newcomer, Anne Chater.

Madame Cova presents the Falken Prizes to the winning pair Scott Rndlay and Peter von Ins

eight rinks taking part and
although Diane won another
teddy bear, this time it was
the prize for the low road.
Penny Waley presented the
traditional winners mugs to
Peter von Ins, Allan Higgins,
John Duvoisin and Joan
Findlay.
The Lauberhorn race enjoyed
fine weather and large
crowds. The 'circus' had
expanded and the natural ice
outside our clubhouse was
covered with marquees and a
giant stage. This did not
interrupt the dedicated
curlers and Stephen Hinds,
Scott Findlay, Alex Newman
and Kate Mark won the
Lehman Bonspiel by
accumulating 17 shots.
The Hewitt Cup was played
in glorious conditions,
providing spectators with
some exciting games,
particularly the closely

D O W N H I L L

of intense battles only one
team remained undefeated,
that of Stephen Hinds, Jan af
Sillen, Rosemarie Rosti and
Katarina af Sillen.
It was four in a row for the
Hinds family when the
Wengen Cup went to Susan
Hinds, Jean Battison, Max
Sauter and Robin Young.
Interestingly, Robin's greatuncle Allan C Young had won
the Wengen Cup when he was
President in 1924.
The BOAC (Bernese
Oberland Curling Association)
outdoor championship was
now underway with 36 teams
competing amid much hubbub
and noise. A carnival
atmosphere prevailed in the
splendid weather with a noisy
'Heath Robinson' steam
engine producing lethal
cafe/schnapps and the smell
of raclette drifting over the
ice. Ueli Trachsel, Stephen
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W E N G E N

C U R L I N G

annual Committee match.
This did not however deter
the Club from entertaining
them to lunch at the
Schonegg.
The Chalet Petunia team
were deprived of a hat trick
of victories when they lost
narrowly in the final of the
Hotel & Chalet Cup. A
new name, that of the
'BERGHAUS', will appear
on the Green Cup but behind
that are the familial names of
Eric Hinds, Susan Hinds,

C L U B

How nice it was this year, not
to hear any complaints about
the stones! The generosity
of our members, and in
particular Eric Hinds, had
enabled all the stones not
already covered by local
Wengen sponsors, to be
refurbished. Our thanks must
go to all those members who
responded to the appeal for
contributions.
It was also a delight to have
an Ice Manager in the office
again. Raymond did an

Jungfrau CC President Hugo Wyss holds the medal after his side defeated
the Wensen CC team in the annual committee match

Hinds, Alan MacDougall and
Willy Wenger represented
our Club, although described
as 'Team England' until we
corrected the programme!
They did us proud unfortunately losing to the
Jungfrau team in the last
game to finish eighth overall.

they generously provided
gliihwein for sustenance while
two friendly games were
played. An excellent lunch
followed on the sunny terrace
of the Jungfrau Hotel before
the 'explorers' returned to
support the ladies at the conclusion of their competition.

On Saturday the ladies
competed for the Margaret
Walker Quaich. With only
two sheets of ice available, it
was only possible to have a
short break but this did not
prevent the traditional lunch
at Rosemarie Rosti's chalet.
Orkney silver brooches,
presented by Donald and
Patricia Forbes, went to the
runners up and to the winning
rink of Rona Lochhead,
Diane Paterson, Lena Semple
and Pam Brown.

The following day, Madam
Cova was as charming as ever
when she presented the
Falken Pairs prizes to Scott
Findlay and Peter von Ins.

At a loss, with the ladies
using all the available ice, the
gentlemen set forth for
Miirren. The Inferno ski race
was taking place that day so
the local Tachi Club were
unable to field a team but

•

The Silberhorn competition
started on outside ice but by
the time Jimmy MacPherson
led his rink of Alex Newman,
Willy Wenger and Martin
Schlapfer into the final, the
snow had forced us back
inside. Jimmy told us that
he had lost six previous
Silberhorn finals so was
delighted to receive the top
prize from Frau Santschi at a
reception given by the hotel.
On the same day the
Jungfrau Club had yet again
defeated our team in the

Team BERGHAUS with the Green Cup
- Alex Newman, Susan Hinds
Eric Newman and Rosemarie Rosti

Alex Newman and Rosemarie
Rosti.
Walter Marti has been one of
our top curlers for some years
and it was good to see him
triumph in our final event,
the Holland Cup, helped by
Jan af Sillen, Renate Hotz
and Graham Browning.

excellent job in preparing
the draw sheets and
calculating these complex
results in the schenkel
competitions. I would
like to record my
appreciation for all his
help - it certainly made
my job much easier.

Perth Reunion 1998
Winners of the Hawkins-Maris Trophies were
Jack Gow, Diane Paterson, Graham Browning and Carol
Haldane while Remy's 'Muffin was won by Andy Morrison,
Donald White, Seana Barclay and Loreen MaeKenzie,

WCC curling season for 2000 will be from 10th - 28th January
- REMEMBER rYou don't need snow to enjoy the winter sport in Wengen
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BLACK ROCK - WENGEN
Oil on Board 18" x 22"

^

It, titM»|dL

MOUNTAINSCAPES & SKI PORTRAITS b y LIZA McCORMICK BFA Hons Oxon.
Paintings from: Wengen, Tignes, Val d'lsere and the Monashees & Cariboos in the Canadian Rockies.
PLUS Portraits of YOU and YOUR FAMILY on the Slopes.
Contact LIZA on 0958 234 722 or 0171 582 1350 or at 17 Offlev Road, London SW9 OLR.
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Instant

Ski

Insurance
•
•
•
•

Avalanche cover
Ski equipment & luggage
Off piste skiing & snowboarding
Medical & repatriation expenses

New for 1999/2000 DCT Flexi-Trip
Gives up to 30 days cover in total including 7 days winter sports

Annual cover from £46
Choice of policies with options to select:
Single Trip, Annual Multi-Trip or Flexi-Trip

10% Discount
for DHO Members
Please phone quoting

•
•
•

No claims bonus
No policy excesses
Premiums payable by interest free instalments

DH099

and much more...

020-8522
Mon-Fri 9am to 6pm Sat 9am to 1pm

Douglas Cox Tyrie, Insurance Brokers, Central House,
32-66 High Street, Stratford, London E15 2PF

3424
S K I
INSURANCE

BROKERS

